
WIPP Facility Operates to Administrative Orders Issued 

By the New Mexico Environment Department 

 
In December 2016, the WIPP facility was authorized to resume waste emplacement operations after 

completing a series of independent reviews and pre-start corrective actions. Emplacement operations were 

suspended in February 2014, following two unrelated events in the WIPP underground, which resulted in 

off-normal facility conditions: a salt haul truck fire on February 5 and a radiological release on     

February 14.            

Since 2014, the WIPP facility has been operating to administrative orders (AOs) issued by the New 

Mexico Environment Department (NMED). The three administrative orders were designed to protect 

human health and the environment while the facility was safely recovered. The AOs also assured that the 

NMED received timely information related to the management and storage of hazardous wastes on the 

surface or disposed in the underground.  

The first AO, issued on February 27, 2014, addressed Permit requirements for surface inspections, 

monitoring, recordkeeping and reporting. The AO was closed by the NMED on December 16, 2016, 

based on its review of submitted information required by the three AOs and the results of the December 

2016 inspection of the WIPP facility. However, the extended storage deadline for transuranic waste in the 

Waste Handling Building and the requirement to provide periodic reports are still in effect.  

The second AO, issued on May 12, 2014, requires the monitoring of trichloroethylene, the development 

of an Underground Compliance Plan and Underground Derived Waste Storage Plan, and submittal to the 

NMED of any revisions or actions taken under the plans. This AO also addresses requirements for the 

inspection of underground equipment, monitoring, recordkeeping and reporting. Provisions of the second 

AO remain in effect.  

The third AO, issued by NMED on May 20, 2014, required the Permittees to prepare and execute the 

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant Nitrate Salt Bearing Waste Container Isolation Plan to isolate disposed waste 

containers in underground Panel 6 and Panel 7, Room 7, that contain incompatible nitrate salts such as the 

waste container identified as the source of the February 14 radiological release. This order also required 

regular updates on Plan implementation. Provisions of the third AO remain in effect.   

Information regarding any action subject to these three AOs is required to be posted to the WIPP 

Information Repository within five working days of submission to NMED.  

In response to the Settlement Agreement and Stipulated Final Order resulting from the Administrative 

Compliance Order issued by the NMED in December 2014, the Permittees are in the process of 

completing Supplemental Environmental Projects (SEPs) and other corrective actions outlined in the 

settlement agreement. The transmittals of the Certificates of Completion for each SEP and the monthly 

progress reports associated with the corrective actions are posted on the WIPP Information Repository. 

 

For more information regarding WIPP Permit activities, see the WIPP Information Repository. 

 

http://www.wipp.energy.gov/library/Information_Repository.htm

