
STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
ENERGY, MINERAIS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DTVISION 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Dated 3-1-93 

This book contains the Oil Conservation Division Rules and Regukticms of statmide application 
as adopted by the Oil Conservation Commission effective March 1, 1993. These rules are being 
published in loose-leaf format to be used in a one-inch, or larger, View Binder Notebook, and 
replacement pages incoprating new or revised rules will be issued periodically. The tables of 
nrles showing the effective date and R-order enacting the rule will be updated with replacunent 
pag=* 

This Rulebook also contains Pamphlet 111 and supplement from the New Mexico Statutes 
containing laws related to oil and gas. Select d o n s  from other applicable Statutes are 
included as well. 

' Division Rules ue also filed, individually, with the State Records Center, 404 M o n ~ u r u ,  
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501, and copies thereof may be obtained krehrn .  

Special rules governing individual oil and gas pools are not included in this publication but 
should be consulted where applicable. Order No. R-8 170, as amended, should be consulted for 
general and special rules governing prorated gas pools in Southeast and Northwest New Mexico. 
Order No. R-11 1-P, as amended, should be consulted for s p e d  d e s  governing the Oil-Potash 
Area of Southeast New Mexico. Order No. R-3221, as amended, and Order No. R-7940, as 
amended, should be consulted for special rules governing produced water disposal. Order No. 
R-5353, as amended, should be consulted for s p e d  rules goventing associated pooh. 

WILLIAM J. L#MAY, Director 



PULE 201. - YELLS TO BE PROPEBLY (as of 3-1-91) 

A. l lm  aperator of any wll drilled for oil, gas ar injectian; for seisnic, core or ather 
sxploratim, or for a service dl, uhether cased or ma&, s&ll be m s p m d h  for the plugging thereof. 

B. A veZZ sball be eitber pperly plngged and abadcmd or -1 i n  a a o r b c z  
with these rules within niaety (90) days after: 

(1) A sixty (60) day period follodng spspensiop of d r i u b g  qmticuls, or 

(3) A period of one (1) year in uhicb a uell  has been m y  inactive. 

ROLE X!. - PLUGGING aND PEUAXEUT ABhmmmn (as of 3-1-91) 

(1) Hotice of intenticm to plog R& be filed w i t h  tbe Divisim an Farm C-103, SPrdrJ. 
W o t i ~ d R e p a r t s a n Y e l l s , b y t h e ~ t o r ~ o r t o t h e c e r r ~ e r r ~ o f p l u g g i o g ~ , W D o t i c e ~  
'provide all of the in f~ t ionreqpi red  by Rule 1103 inr_larlinnaperator aDdvellideatifimtia~ apdprcpased 
procedutes far plugging said dl, and in addition tbe cpxator shall prarride a uell-bre diagrar shoaiag tbe 
proposdpluggingpmeedpre. T u e n t y - f o u r m n o t i a s h d l l b e s i - p r i o r t o - q - m .  
I n t b e - a f a o e v l p U d d r p b o l e , t b e m t c r r . a p M & w f m t h e - D k t r i c t  
Supervisot or his repmsatative of the .etbod of phqgbq and t k  aperatiars are to begin. Ucittm notice in 
~ v i t h t h i s r d l s ~ b e f i l e d w i t h t h e M v i s i a n t s n ( l O ) & ~ a f t e r ~ v e r b a l ~ h a s b e e r r ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

(1) B e f o r e a r r p w e l l i s ~ , i t S b d U b e p l r r g g e d i p a a m r e r u b i & U p s ~ l y  
cosrf iwal ld ,gasandvaterirrtheseparatestratainvhichtbepare~yfd.  ¶!hismybe- 
byusingnad-ladenfluid, cermt adplqss ing lyar in  rrrabin;rtim asapprcmdbytbeDivision mthenotice of 
inteatioll to p l q .  

(2) T h  aperator & a l l  mark the exact location of plugged and abdaaed YeUS uith a 
steel marker not less than fax inches (4") in h t e r  set in cePent and extedbg a least four feet (4') a h  - gmmd level. The -tor n, lease - ax3 vell DU&XX ax3 locatioo, Muding  unit letter, sectioo, 
towshipdraoge, s h a l l k u e l d e d , ~ a r o t h e r v i s e ~ t l y ~ v e d ~ t h e . e t a l o f t b e l a r k u .  

(3) Ils sacm as practical but no later than me yemr after the cempletim of phgghg 
OFerati~,  tbe opentor sball: 

(a) fill a l l  pit5; 

(b) level tbe locatian; 

(c) mawe de&m aud all other junk; and 

(d) talre soch otber masuns as are ar reqaired by the Di- to 



(4) Ikm ampletion of plugging a d  dearr q restaratitm aperatioDs as reqrrired, tbe 
~ t a t s h d l l W c t t b e ~ i a t e d i s t r i c t a f f i e e t o a r r a ~ g e f a t a o ~ a f t b e u e l l a r d l ~ t i o D .  

C. Reports 

(1) T h e o p e r a t a r s b d l l f i h F o r n C - 1 0 5 , ~ C z m p h t i o o a r ~ e t i o a R e p a r t a r r d ~  
as provided in Rule 1105. 

(2) Uithin thirty (30) days after q let ing all requited mdonkbn work, the apeator 
shall f i le  with the Divisian, in TRIPLICATE, a record of the work doDe an Fom C-103 as provided in Rule 1103. 

(3) !Ph  Division shall mt approve the remrd of plugging ix release any baPdr until all 
aecessary repartsbave hen f i le  and tbe locatitm bas been inspectedand agprovedby tbe Dim. 

(1) The Division may permit any wdl which is required t o  be pmperlp abandoned order 
these rules but which bas potential for future benefic ial  use for enband r e c ~ ~ e r y  or injection, am3 any other 
wdlfaruhichanoperatorreqPests~ah&ment,  t o b e ~ y ~ f a r a p e r i c d o f u p t o f i v e  
(5) years. Rior to the -tian of any approved the cpzatcrr shall return tbe veil to 
beneficial nse rnrder a plan appmd by tbe Division, pemarmtly plug a d  abadm said well ar apply far a n w  
# t o ~ y a h ; m t n t b e v e l l .  

(1) Any opelatar seeking irpprwal far te-y shall sllhait ca Porn C-103, 
Sundry I&t icesardMcaYel l s ,  a potice of intent to t e q x m r i l y  tbewell describiDgtbepnqud 
terporarpabadmwtproceketobeused. ~ u o r l c s b a l l b e ~ a u t i l a p p t o v e d b y t b e M ~ ~ t b e  
~ ~ s b d l l g i w 2 4 h a t r s D a t i c e t o t h e ~ t e ~ c t o f f i c e o f t h e U ~ b e f ~ v o r k ~ y b e g F p s .  

(2) Yo b p r a q  -t shall be approved unless e- is fPrnisbed to &nu that 
t b e ~ o f & Y e l l i s ~ c d l l y s o r t D d d i n s u c h ~ t i o n a s t o p r e w n t :  

(a) daagetothe~rodudng-; 

(b) migratim af ar later; 

(c) tbe ~ ~ t i m  of fresb water ar atber o a t a d  resoPrces; ad 

(d) the leakage of aay &stance at tbe d a c e .  

(3) If tbe well faiLs the Decbanical integrity test reqrtired berein, tbe d l  fball be 
~ l P g g e d a n d ~ b a c e O t d a D c e v i t h t b e s e r r r l e s a r t h e c a d o p ~ a a t e c t e d d t h e ~ r c t e s t e d  
u i t b  ninety (90) days. 

(4) U p c m ~ u l c a m p l e t i o n o f t b e w r k m t b e t e o p m & l y ~ v e l l , t b e o p m t o r  
w i l l  stltrnit arequest for-It#rvira.annt tothe district offioe aaFcum C-lCt3tap=tbervitharh 
W infarmatiaD as is reqPired by W e  llD3 E. (1). 

(5) The Divisioo may require the operator to past vith tbe D l r i s i a a  a d p l q g b g  
boad for the vell in an m t  to be detambd by the Divisiarr to  be satMactory to met the p a r t i e  
mqlhemmof theue l l .  



(6) The Division shall spedfy the -tion date of tbe p d t ,  uhiQ shall be not mre 
tbao five (5) years frmn the date of appraval. 

(a) A cast iron bridge plug vill be set within me hundred (100) feet of gpermst 
~ Q r a ~ o r p t o t t P c t i a n c a s i n g s b o e a n d t b e c a s i D g ~ v i t h i D e r t f l n i d  
a d  pressre tested to 500 poands p r  square inch with a pressPre dmp of not 
more than 108 for tbirtp (30) ninutes; or 

(b) A retrievable bridge plug or packer dll be w to uithin me l i d r e d  (100) 
feet of qpxmst perforations or pmtbrNon c a s i ~ ~ ~  shoe a d  tbe well tested 
to 500poudspe.r square inch far thirty minutes with apresnae drcp of not 
greater tban 10% fat tbidg (30) PPinotes; ar 

(c) For a pas veil in s;mtbeast k MIX mted above the San 
fmmtiar, if tbe opemtor can tbat tbe fluid level is belcu the 
base of the salt and that a Brad&& test shovs m casing leaks, the Divisifm 
e y e x e m p t t h e v e l l f r o p l t h e ~ t  forabriaSeplugorpadrer;or 

(U) mnths. 

basis. 
(3) Zhe Division may approve other tests suhitted cm Farm C-103 QD an individual 

ROLE 204. - YELtS TO BE DSED FOR FRESH UTER (as of 3-1-91) 

A. W a v e l l t o b e p l ~ m y s a f e l y b e d a s a f r e s h n t e r v e l l a a d t b e ~ a p r e e s  
to take wer said uell for swb purpose, tbe well need not be plugged above tbe sealirq plug set belcu the fresb 
uater formation. 

B. Tbe operator mst m y  with all ather -ts cootained in Uule 202 repardiPg p l a t  
including d a c e  restoration and reportirrg -ts. 

C. Upm cunpletiao of plugghg operati-, the aperator .ast file uitb tbe Mvisim a mtten 
~ t ~ ~ b p t h e l a n d o v r r e r ~ t h e l a n d a m e r a ~ r e e s t o ~ ~ t y f ~ & ~ .  upclothe 
f ~ o f t h i s ~ t a d # ~ t h e b y t h e o f v e l l a h ; n v t r r P a t ~ , t b e o p e r a t c o s h d l l m ~  
berespoodbleforsaefrvell, ad~bardstbereanm~bereleased. 


