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documentation submitted in an appro-
priate format may be sent by facsimile 
(fax) to (202) 366–3753 or (202) 366–3650, or 
by electronic mail to 
‘‘ramcert@dot.gov.’’ Each request is con-
sidered in the order in which it is re-
ceived. 

To allow sufficient time for consider-
ation, requests must be received at 
least 90 days before the requested effec-
tive date; 

(2) Register in writing with the U.S. 
Competent Authority as a user of the 
package covered by the foreign com-
petent authority certificate and its 
U.S. revalidation. Alternatively, the 
registration request with any attached 
supporting documentation submitted 
in an appropriate format may be sent 
by facsimile (fax) to (202) 366–3753 or 
(202) 366–3650, or by electronic mail (e- 
mail) to ‘‘ramcert@dot.gov.’’ If the offer-
or is requesting the revalidation, reg-
istration is automatic; and 

(3) Supply to the carrier, upon re-
quest, the applicable competent au-
thority certificates. However, the com-
petent authority certificates are not 
required to accompany the packages to 
which they apply. 

(b) The outside of each package must 
be durably and legibly marked with the 
competent authority identification 
marking indicated on the Competent 
Authority Certificate and revalidation. 

(c) Each shipping paper for a ship-
ment of Class 7 (radioactive) materials 
must bear a notation of the package 
identification marking indicated on 
the competent authority certificate or 
revalidation. 

(d) All requirements of the foreign 
competent authority certificate and 
the U.S. Competent Authority re-
validation must be fulfilled. 

[Amdt. 173–244, 60 FR 50307, Sept. 28, 1995, as 
amended at 66 FR 45379, Aug. 28, 2001; 67 FR 
16015, Sept. 27, 2002; 68 FR 75742, 75747, Dec. 
31, 2003; 69 FR 3693, Jan. 26, 2004] 

§ 173.474 Quality control for construc-
tion of packaging. 

Prior to the first use of any pack-
aging for the shipment of Class 7 (ra-
dioactive) material, the offeror shall 
determine that— 

(a) The packaging meets the quality 
of design and construction require-

ments as specified in this subchapter; 
and 

(b) The effectiveness of the shielding, 
containment and, when required, the 
heat transfer characteristics of the 
package, are within the limits specified 
for the package design. 

§ 173.475 Quality control requirements 
prior to each shipment of Class 7 
(radioactive) materials. 

Before each shipment of any Class 7 
(radioactive) materials package, the of-
feror must ensure, by examination or 
appropriate tests, that— 

(a) The packaging is proper for the 
contents to be shipped; 

(b) The packaging is in unimpaired 
physical condition, except for super-
ficial marks; 

(c) Each closure device of the pack-
aging, including any required gasket, is 
properly installed, secured, and free of 
defects; 

(d) For fissile material, each moder-
ator and neutron absorber, if required, 
is present and in proper condition; 

(e) Each special instruction for fill-
ing, closing, and preparation of the 
packaging for shipment has been fol-
lowed; 

(f) Each closure, valve, or other open-
ing of the containment system through 
which the radioactive content might 
escape is properly closed and sealed; 

(g) Each packaging containing liquid 
in excess of an A2 quantity and in-
tended for air shipment has been tested 
to show that it will not leak under an 
ambient atmospheric pressure of not 
more than 25 kPa, absolute (3.6 psia). 
The test must be conducted on the en-
tire containment system, or on any re-
ceptacle or vessel within the contain-
ment system, to determine compliance 
with this requirement; 

(h) The internal pressure of the con-
tainment system will not exceed the 
design pressure during transportation; 
and 

(i) External radiation and contamina-
tion levels are within the allowable 
limits specified in this subchapter. 

§ 173.476 Approval of special form 
Class 7 (radioactive) materials. 

(a) Each offeror of special form Class 
7 (radioactive) materials must main-
tain on file for at least one year after 
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