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Major fieldwork for this soil survey was done in the period 1960-]1965. Soil names and descriptions were
approved in 1966. Unless otherwise indicated, statements in this publication refer to conditions in the
Area in 1965. This survey was made cooperatively by the Soil Conservation Service and the New Mexico
Agricultural Experiment Station. It is part of the technical assistance furnished to the Carlsbad, Central
Valley, and Penasco Soil and Water Conservation Districts.

Either enlarged or reduced copies of the soil map in this publication can be made by commercial
photographers, or they can be purchased on individual order from the Cartographic Division, Soil
Conservation Service, USDA, Washington, D.C. 20250.

HOW TO USE THIS SOIL SURVEY

THIS SOIL SURVEY contains information that can be applied in
managing farms and ranches; in selecting sites for roads, ponds,
buildings, and other structures; and in judging the suitability of
tracts of land for agriculture, industry, and recreation.

Locating Soils

All the soils of the Eddy Area are shown on the detailed map at
the back of this publication. This map consists of many sheets made
from aerial photographs. Each sheet is numbered to correspond with
a number on the Index to Map Sheets. :

On each sheet of the detailed map, soil areas are outlined and
are identified by symbols. All areas marked with the same symbol
are the same kind of soil. The soil symbol is inside the area if
there is enough room; otherwise, it is outside and a pointer shows
where the symbol belongs.

Finding and Using Information

The "Guide to Mapping Units,, can be used to find information.
This guide lists all the soils of the Area in alphabetic order by
map symbol and gives the capability classification of each. It also
shows the page where each soil is described and the page for the
capability unit and range site in which the soil has been placed.
The first part of the guide 1lists the soils mapped at low
intensity; the second part 1lists the soils mapped at high
intensity.

Individual colored maps showing the relative suitability or
degree of limitation of soils for many specific purposes can be
developed by using the soil map and the information in the text.
Translucent material can be used as an overlay over the soil map
and colored to show soils that have the same limitation or
suitability. For example, soils that have a slight limitation for
a given use can be colored green, those with a moderate limitation
can be colored yellow, and those with a severe limitation can be
colored red.

Farmers and those who work with farmers can learn about use and
management of the soils from the soil descriptions and from the
discussions of the capability units and range sites.

Game managers, sportsmen, and others can find information about
soils and wildlife in the section "Use of the Soils for Wildlife.?

Ranchers and others can find, under "Use of the Soils for Range,"
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groupings of the soils according to their suitability for range,
and also the names of many of the plants that grow on each range
site.

Engineers and builders can find, under "Engineering Uses of the
Soils," tables that contain test data, estimates of soil
properties, and information about soil features that affect
engineering practices.

Scientists and others can read about how the soils formed and how
they are classified in the section "Formation and Classification of
the Soils."

Newcomers in the Eddy Area may be especially interested in the
section "General Soil Map," where broad patterns of soils are
described. They may also be interested in the information about the
county given in the section "General Nature of the Area."

e —

Cover: An aerial view near Carlsbad.
Water is piped to culti vated crops
from the irrigation canal in the
foreground.
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SOIL SURVEY OF EDDY AREA, NEW MEXICO

BY JACK C. CHUGG, GEORGE W. ANDERSON, DONALD L. KING, AND LaVAUGHN H. JONES,*
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE, IN
COOPERATION WITH THE NEW MEXICO AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION

THE EDDY AREA is in the southeastern part of New Mexico (fig. 1)

It consists of all of Eddy County except the Shattuck Valley in
the southwestern part, which has been set aside as the Lincoln
National Forest. It contains 2,524,517 acres, or about 3,945
square miles. Carlsbad, the county seat, is in the south-central
part. The Pecos River flows generally north to south,
approximately through the central part of the Area.

About 97 percent of the survey Area is used for grassland.
Ranching is the main enterprise, and beef cattle the most
important kind of livestock. In the mountains, hills, and valleys
that make up about a fifth of the western part of the survey
Area, sheep and cattle are the principal kinds of livestock.

About 3 percent of the survey Area is used for irrigated crops.
The irrigated tracts are generally at the lower elevations along
the Pecos and Black Rivers. The principal irrigated crops are
cotton, alfalfa, sorghum, and small grain.

In small areas scattered throughout the survey Area, oil is
produced and potash and salt are mined. Most of the oil-bearing
areas are east of the Pecos River or in the Indian Basin of the
South Seven Rivers. The potash- and salt-bearing areas are in the
east-central part of the Area, along the Quahada and Nimenim
Ridges and in the Clayton Basin.

How This Soil Survey Was Made

Soil scientists made this survey to learn what kinds of soils
are in the Eddy Are, where they are located, and how they can be
used. They went into the county knowing they would likely find
many soils they had already seen, and perhaps some they had not.
As they traveled over the county, they observed steepness,
length, and shape of slopes; size and speed of streams; kinds of
native plants or crops; kinds of rock; and many facts about the
soils. They dug many holes to expose soil profiles. A profile is
the sequence of natural layers, or horizons, in a soil; it
extends from the surface down into the parent material that has
not been changed much by leaching or by roots of plants.

The soil scientists made comparisons among the profiles they
studied, and they compared these profiles with those in counties
nearby and in places more distant. They classified and named the
soils according to nationwide, uniform procedures. To use this

1 Part of the fieldwork was done by THOMAS U. YAGER, RAYMOND D. TAYLOR, CARLTON J. CARMICHAEL, LYLE
D. PASCHKE, and GARY J. DELANEY, Soil Conservation Service.
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publication efficiently, it 1is necessary to know the the kinds of
groupings most used in a local soil classification.

Soils that have profiles almost alike make up a soil series
(12) .? Except for different texture in the surface layer, the
major horizons of all the soils of one series are similar in
thickness, arrangement, and other important characteristics. Each
soll series is named for a town or other geographic feature near
the place where a soil of that series was first observed and
mapped. Karro and Largo, for example, are the names of two soil
series. All the soils in the United States having the same series
name are essentially alike in natural characteristics.

Many soil series contain soils that differ in the texture of
their surface layer. According to such differences in texture,
separations called soil types are made. Within a series, all the
soils having a surface layer of the same texture belong to one
soil type. Karro loam and Karro fine sandy loam are two soil
types in the Karro series. The difference in texture of their
surface layers is apparent from their names.

Some types vary so much in slope, degree of erosion, number and
size of stones, or some other feature affecting their use that
practical suggestions about their management could not be made if
they were shown on the soil map as one unit. Such soil types are
divided into pleases, primarily on the basis of difference in
slope or degree of erosion, because these are differences that
affect management. For example, Karro loam, 0 to 3 percent
slopes, 1s one of several phases of Karro loam.

After a guide for classifying and naming the soils had been
worked out, the soil scientists drew the boundaries of the
individual soils on aerial photographs. These photographs show
woodlands, buildings, field borders, trees, and other details
that help in drawing boundaries accurately. The soil map at the
back of this publication was prepared from aerial photographs.

The areas shown on a soil map are called mapping units. On most
maps detailed enough to be useful in planning management of farms
and fields, a mapping unit is nearly equivalent to a soil type or
a phase of a soil type. It is not exactly equivalent, because it
is not practical to show on such a map all the small, scattered
bits of soil of some other kind that have been seem within an
area that is dominantly of a recognized soil type or soil phase.

In preparing some detailed maps, the soil scientists have a
problem of delineating areas where different kinds of soils are
so intermingled or occur in such small individual tracts that it
is not practical to show them separately on the map. Such a
mixture of soils is shown on the map as one mapping unit and is
called a soil complex. Ordinarily, a complex is named for the
major kinds of soil in it, for example, Largo-Stony land complex,
0 to 25 percent slopes.

Another kind of mapping unit is the undifferentiated group,
which consists of two or more soils that may occur together
without regularity in pattern or relative proportion. The

Italicized figures in parentheses refer to Literature Cited,
p. 81.
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individual tracts of the component soils could be shown
separately on the map, but the differences between the soils are
so slight that the separation is not important for the objectives
of the soil survey. An example is Simona and Wink fine sandy
loams, 0 to 3 percent slopes, eroded.

Some mapping units contain more than one kind of soil in a
pattern more open and less intricate than that of a soil complex.
Such a mapping unit is called a soil association. A soil
association differs from a soil complex in that its component
soils could be mapped separately, at ordinary scales such as 4
inches per mile, and would be if practical advantages made the
effort worthwhile. A soil association, like a soil complex, is
named for the major soils in it, for example, Reagan-Upton
association, 0 to 9 percent slopes.

Most surveys include areas where the soil material is so rocky,
so shallow, or so frequently worked by wind and water that it
cannot be classified by soil series. These areas are shown on the
map like other mapping units, but they are given descriptive
names, such as Limestone rock land, and are called land types.

While a soil survey 1is in progress, samples of soils are taken,
as needed, for laboratory measurements and for engineering tests.
Laboratory data from the same kinds of soils in other places are
assembled. Data on yields of crops under defined practices are
assembled from farm records and from field or plot experiments on
the same kinds of soils. Yields under defined management are
estimated for those soils that are suitable for cultivation.

But only part of a soil survey is done when the soils have been
named, described, and delineated on the map, and the laboratory
data and yield data have been assembled. The mass of detailed
information then needs to be organized in such a way that it is
readily useful to different groups of readers, among them
farmers, ranchers, managers of woodland, engineers, and
homeowners. Grouping soils that are similar in suitability for
each specified use is the method of organization commonly used in
soil surveys. On the basis of yield and practice tables and other
data, the soil scientists set up trial groups. They test these
groups by further study and by consultation with farmers,
agronomists, engineers, and others, then adjust the groups
according to the results of their studies and consultation. Thus,
the groups that are finally evolved reflect up-to-date knowledge
of the soils and their behavior under methods of use and
management current at the time of this survey.

Soil Survey Intensities

Part of the Eddy Area was mapped at low intensity and part at
high intensity (fig. 2).

Rangeland was mapped at low intensity. The soils were examined
at moderate to wide intervals. In several places two or more
soils were mapped together as a complex, an undifferentiated
group, or an association. Each of the multiple mapping units is
named for the major soil series occurring in it, and the dominant
soil is listed first, for example, Arno-Harkey complex, saline, 0
to 1 percent slopes. If the acreage of an individual soil was
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large enough, that soil was mapped separately. A wide range of
slope was permitted within a mapping unit if there was no major
difference in use and management.

The major areas used for irrigated crops were surveyed at high
intensity. The soils were examined at closer intervals than those
mapped at low intensity and were mapped in more detail and at a
larger scale. Most high-intensity mapping units consist of
individual soils, rather than of complexes or associations. Slope

classes were combined if there was no significant difference in
use and management.

General Soil Map

The general soil map at the back of this publication shows, in
color, the soil associations in the Eddy Area. A soil association
is a landscape that has a distinctive proportional pattern of
soils. It normally consists of one a more major soils and at
least one minor soil, and it is named for the major soils. The
solls in one association may occur in another, but in a different
pattern.

A map showing soil associations is useful to people who want a
general idea of the soils in an area, who want to compare
different parts of an area, or who want to know the location of
large tracts that are suitable for a certain kind of farming or
other land use. Such a map is not suitable for planning the
management of a farm or field, because the soils in any one
association ordinarily differ in slope, depth, stoniness,
drainage, and other characteristics that affect management.

The seven soil associations in the Eddy Area are discussed in
the following pages. The terms for texture used in the title for

each of the associations applies to the texture of the surface
layer.

1. Limestone rock land-Ector association

Rock land and very shallow, stony and rocky, loamy soils over
limestone; on hills and mountains

This association consists of nearly level to very steep, stony
soils and of rock land, slides, cliffs, and escarpments (fig. 3).
Most of this association is in the western part of the Area. It
occupies about 511,000 acres, om approximately 20 percent of the
survey Area. Rainfall amounts to about 10 to 18 inches annually,
and the mean annual temperature ranges from 58° to 62° F. The
frost-free season ranges from 195 to 210 days. Elevations range
from 3,200 to 4,800 feet.

Limestone rock land, which makes up about 45 percent of the
association, consists of very steep, bare rock and talus slopes
where there is only a little soil. It dominates the landscape in
the Guadalupe Mountains, Seven Rivers Hills, and Texas Hills.

Ector soils, which make up about 40 percent of the association,
are very shallow, stony, and rocky. They developed in residuum
weathered from limestone. These soils occur on mesalike ridgetops
and on side slopes between drainageways. They are dominant in the
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low hills in the northwestern part of the Area. Intermittent
streams have cut channels at the bottoms of most of the deep,
very narrow canyons that occur in these soils.

Also in this association are small areas of Dev and Pima soils.
These soils, which developed in mixed alluvium, make up about 15
percent of the association. They occur on flood plains. Near
Bogle Flats are a few sinkholes, or playas, in which water stands
for short periods after rainfall. Pima soils are deep and
calcareous. Dev soils are flooded periodically.

This association is used mainly for grazing. A ranch commonly
covers 20 sections or more. The major problems are distribution
of stock water and proper use of the range. Livestock ponds are
essential because there is little or no perennial surface water
and ground water is scarce. Windmills are widely scattered, and
waterbearing strata in which wells could be drilled are difficult
to locate. There are very few natural springs.

The soils and the plant cover of this association are typical
of a semiarid climate. The soils are droughty, and vegetation is
sparse. Short and mid grasses, along with sotol, agave, ocotillo,
catclaw, sacahuista, and a little juniper make up most of the
plant cover. The Pima and Dev soils produce more forage than the
Ector soils.

This association is sparsely populated. The landscape is not
easlily traversed by ordinary means. Only a few good roads pass
through. Most follow the broader valleys or ridgetops. Many are
trails that lead to ranch headquarters or that come to a dead end
in canyons. The Guadalupe Ridge, a part of the Guadalupe
Mountains, has many natural caves. Carlsbad Caverns National Park
is in this association. Big game is hunted in season.

This association is generally not suited to engineering
structures of the kind needed to conserve soil and water. The
areas are steep, rocky, and inaccessible. The rock is suitable
for use as riprap or as material for pervious blankets or road
fill. It can also be crushed for gravel.

Pima soils are a source of material suitable for mixing with
other materials in construction of embankment-type ponds in the
marrow, V-shaped drainageways that occur in this association.
Concrete structures or small earthen dams can also be installed
to improve sites where springs occur. Pit tanks can be installed
in Pima soils, but few areas of these soils are in a watershed
large enough to produce substantial runoff, and, in addition,
these soils generally occupy positions on the landscape that are
hard to protect.

Dev gsoils cam be used as a source of road f£ill, but sites must
be carefully selected. Drainageways in these areas sometimes
accumulate enough water to damage structures and to cause stream
channels to shift.

2. Reagan-Upton association

Loamy, deep soils and soils that are shallow to caliche,; from old
alluvium

This association consists of deep to shallow scils (fig. 4) on
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gently undulating plains and in the broader valleys of the hills
and mountains, mainly west of the Pecos River and north of the
Black River. It occupies about 740,000 acres, or approximately 29
percent of the survey Area. Rainfall amounts to about 10 to 15
inches annually, and the mean annual temperature ranges from 60°
to 64° F. The frost-free season ranges from 200 to 220 days.
Elevations range from 3,000 to 4,600 feet.

Reagan soils, which make up about 40 percent of the
association, generally are deep, moderately dark colored,
calcareous, and loamy. Upton soils, which make up about 35
percent of the association, are moderately dark colored. They are
shallow or very shallow over hard caliche. They occupy low,
elongated ridges on the steeper parts of the landscape. Both
Reagan and Upton soils formed malnly in loamy alluvium washed
from limestone uplands.

Also in this association are areas of Atoka, Dev, and Pima
soils. These soils make up about 25 percent of the association.
Atoka soils occur between Reagan and Upton soils. They are
moderately dark colored, calcareous, and loamy. They are
moderately deep over hard caliche. Dev soils occur in
drainageways 1n the western part of the association, as a complex
with Pima soils. They are gravelly or cobbly. Deep gullies are
common in the channels of major streams. Pima soils occur on
flood plains and are periodically under water. These soils are
deep, moderately dark colored, and calcareous. They developed in
silty alluvium. Dev and Pima soils, especially in the western
part of the association, are subject to serious damage from
uncontrolled runoff.

About 88 percent of this association is used for grazing. A
ranch commonly covers about 16 to 20 sections. The major problems
are distribution of stock water and proper use of the range.
Livestock ponds are essential because surface water stands for
only a brief time. Ground water is scarce and hard to locate.
Pumps driven by windmills supply much of the water for livestock.

The rest of the association is used for irrigated crops.
Cotton, alfalfa, sorghum for grain and silage, and small grain
are the major crops. Pecans and sugar beets can be grown also. If
irrigated, Reagan soils are among the most productive in the
survey Area. Areas of Atoka, Pima, and Upton soils are also used
for irrigated crops. Most of the irrigated acreage has been
leveled to increase the efficiency of irrigation systems.
Concrete-lined head ditches and pipelines are common.

The soils of this association are generally dry, except in
areas where they are periodically flooded. The vegetation
consists of short and mid grasses, tarbush, creosotebush,
mesquite, and yucca. The Reagan and Pima soils produce more
forage than other soils in this association.

This association is sparsely populated. The landscape can be
traversed easily by ordinary means.

Reagan soils, which are deep and free of stoneg, have
properties favorable for engineering installations. They can be
leveled, and farm ponds and embankments, dikes and levees,
irrigation reservoirs, and pipelines can be installed without
difficulty. Permeability is moderate, and the shrink-swell
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potential is moderate. Atoka soils have engineering properties
similar to those of Reagan soils, except that Atoka soils are
underlain by indurated caliche at a depth of about 28 inches.
Both Reagan and Atoka soils are a fairly good source of topsoil.

Upton soils are not suitable for conservation engineering
structures. These soils are underlain by indurated caliche at a
depth of only about 9 inches. Certain of the areas are a source
of caliche that can be used in road construction.

Pima soils are not suitable for engineering structures, because
they have moderate to high shrink-swell potential and fair to
poor bearing capacity. Permeability is moderately slow to slow.
These soils are flooded periodically unless they are protected.
They are a fairly good source of topsoil, but they are erodible
and their water intake rate is slow. They can be leveled without
difficulty, and pipelines can be buried easily. Dev soils can be
used as a source of gravel for concrete.

Although Reagan and Pima soils are suitable for low earthen
structures, such structures are subject to cracking and are
unstable in areas of Pima soils. Excavated ponds or reservoirs
function satisfactorily in places where sediments do not
accumulate.

Saline areas of Reagan and Pima soils are not suitable for low
earthen structures, and because of the corrosion hazard, are not
suitable for pipelines. Salinity must also be considered in
planning concrete structures and irrigation systems. Surface
crusting is a problem on saline soils.

3. Reeves-Gypsum land-Cottonwood association

Loamy soils that are very shallow to moderately deep over gypsum
beds, and Gypsum land

This association consists of gently undulating soils om plains
and low hills, and of Gypsum land (fig. 5). Most of the
association occupies broad areas scattered throughout the central
part of the Area. It occupies about 384,000 acres, or
approximately 15 percent of the survey Area. Rainfall amounts to
about 10 to 14 inches annually, and the mean annual temperature
ranges from about 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season ranges from
200 to 220 days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 4,500 feet.

Reeves soils, which make up about 40 percent of the
association, are moderately deep, light colored, and loamy. They
occur in swales and drainageways.

Gypsum land, which makes up about 30 percent of the
association, occurs on the highest parts of the landscape and on
breaks near drainageways. There is little or no soil.

Cottonwood soils, which make up about 20 percent of the
association, are shallow or very shallow. They occur in slight
depressions.

Also in this association are small areas of Karro, Russler,
Reagan, Largo, and Ector soils.. These soils make up about 10
percent of the association. With the exception of the Ector
soils, which developed in residuum weathered from limestone, they
developed in alluvium. Karro soils, on high terraces or flats,
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arre deep, limy, and light colored. Russler soils, on uplands in
the southeastern part of the association, are shallow to deep,
gypsiferous, and reddish colored. They are gently undulating.
Reagan soils, in the broader drainageways, are deep, calcareous,
light colored, and loanmy. There are a few deep gullies in Reagan
soils. Largo soils, in drainageways in the northern part of the
association, are deep and moderately dark colored. Ector soils
occur on limestone knobs or hills scattered throughout the
association, but mainly in the southern part. They are very
shallow, stony, and rocky.

About 70 percent of this association is used for grazing. A
ranch commonly covers about 20 to 150 sections. The major
problems are the poor quality of the water, distribution of stock
water, and proper use of the range. Little or no surface water is
available, except for short periods after rainfall. There are few
natural springs or seeps, and ground water is hard to locate.
Pumps driven by windmills supply much of the watexr for livestock.

The rest of the association is used for irrigated crops.
Cotton, alfalfa, and small grain are the major crops. The
cultivated soils are those of the Karro, Reeves, Russler, and
Reagan seriles. The areas are near Artesia, Loving, Malaga, and
Black River Village.

The climate is hot and dry. The native vegetation consists of a
sparse cover of short and mid grasses, coldenia, American
tarbush, yucca, and mesquite. The overflow phases of the Largo,
Reeves, and Cottonwood soils produce higher yields of forage than
other soils in the association. Gypsum land and the other
Cottonwood soils produce the lowest yields.

Reeves and Karro soils are a fair to poor source of topsoil.
Both the saline and nonsaline phases are suitable for irrigation,
but the depth cuts made for leveling must be limited somewhat.
Reeves soills have characteristics favorable for conservation
engineering practices, but engineering uses are limited by the
underlying gypsiferous material. Although these soils are
suitable for low earthen structureg, onsite investigation is
necessary. The Karro soils crust easily because of their high
content of lime. They are unstable and are unsuitable for low
earthen structures. If pipelines are buried below a depth of 20
to 36 inches in Karro soils, special treatment is required.

Cottonwood and Russler soils and Gypsum land have a high
content of gypsum, which makes them unsuitable for use in dikes,
embankments, and farm ponds. The gypsiferous material is at a
depth of 16 to 48 inches in the Russler soils.

Largo soils are subject to periodic flooding and are highly
erodible. They are suitable for low earthen structures. Pipelines
can be buried easily. Ector soils are a source of limestone
suitable for road construction

Pipelines and concrete structures must be properly designed to
control corrosion and deterioration in areas of Gypsum land, and
in Cottonwood, Russler, and Reeves soils.

4. Kimbrough-Stegall association

Loamy soils that are very shallow to moderately deep to caliche;
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from old alluvium

This association consists of gently undulating soils on plains,
escarpments, and slopes (fig. 6) in the northeastern part of the
Area. It occupies about 65,000 acres, or about 3 percent of the
survey Area. Rainfall amounts to 10 to 16 inches annually, and
the mean annual temperature ranges from 60° to 64° F. The
frost-free season ranges from 195 to 220 days. Elevations range
from 3,000 to 4,500 feet.

The major soils occupy karst, or sinkhole, topography. Playas,
or potholes, are numerous. Kimbrough soils which make up about 65
percent of the association, are moderately dark colored and
generally very shallow over indurated caliche. They occur on
gently undulating uplands. Stegall soils, which make up about 30
percent of the association, are moderately deep and dark colored.
They occur in swales and depressions and are subject to periodic
flooding.

Also in this association are small areas of Mobeetie and Likes
soils and Stomy and Rough broken land, which make up about 5
percent of the association. Mobeetie and Likes soils are deep,
moderately dark colored, and calcareous. They occur as gently
sloping areas below escarpments. Stony and Rough broken land
consists of steep areas and escarpments, with little or no soil
material on the country rocks.

This association is used for grazing. A ranch commonly covers
20 sections or more. The major problem is proper use of the
range. Runoff water collects in playas but it stands only a short
time. Windmills are common.

The climate is hot and dry. The average annual precipitation
amounts to slightly more at higher elevations than at lower
elevations. The vegetation consists mainly of short and mid
grasses, yucca, cactus, creosotebush, catclaw, and mesquite. This
association produces a fairly large amount of forage when there
is enough rainfall.

This association is sparsely populated. Kimbrough soils are
easy to cross by ordinary means, but Mobeetie and Likes soils are
somewhat difficult to cross. Stony and Rough broken land has
little value for grazing, because it is too rough to be
traversed, either by men or animals.

Kimbrough soils and Stony and Rough broken land are a source of
indurated caliche that is suitable for use in road construction.
Stegall soils are a source of soil material suitable for low
earthen structures. Pipelines are difficult to bury in the
caliche underlying both Kimbrough and Stegall soils. Stegall
soils are shallow and unstable; conservation practices are
difficult, and engineering structures are hard to install. Stock
ponds can be installed in the larger potholes to help conserve
water. The playas can be used as a source of soil material for
low earthen structures. They are subject to periodic ponding,
which creates hazards to roadbeds and highway alinements.

Mobeetie and Likes soils have a loose, sandy surface layer.
They are susceptible to severe wind and water erosion, and
gullies are common. These soils are unsuitable for most
conservation practices. Pipelines are easily installed, but care
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is needed to control wind erosion.

5. Kermit-Berino association
Sandy, deep soils from wind-worked mixed sand deposits

This association consists of very sandy soils (fig. 7) on
undulating plains and low hills of the "Sand Country" in the
eastern part of the Area. It occupies about 415,717 acres, or
about 17 percent of the survey Area. Rainfall amounts to about 10
to 14 inches annually, and the mean annual temperature ranges
from 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season ranges from 208 to 220
days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 4,200 feet.

The soils of this association developed in noncalcareous,
reddish, wind-worked sandy deposits. All the soils are highly
susceptible to wind and water erosion, and few of the areas have
escaped. They have been winnowed by wind, and their surface layer
is billowy and hummocky or sculptured into dunes.

Kermit soils, which make up about 60 percent of the
association, are deep, loose, noncalcareous fine sands that occur
as trains of dunes elongated by wind. They occupy the highest
part of the landscape.

Berino soils, which make up about 30 percent of the
association, are deep, noncalcareous, severely eroded soils that
have a subsoil of sandy clay loam. Much of the acreage occurs
with Dune land.

Also in this association are areas of Pajarito, Wink, Cacique,
and Tonuco soils, and of Active dune land. These areas make up
about 10 percent of the acreage. All of the included soils are
susceptible to wind and water erosion, and a good vegetative
cover is needed. Pajarito soils are deep, calcareous, and sandy.
They occur in depressions and drainageways, in association with
calcareous upland soils. Wink soils are calcareous and sandy.
They occur over lacustrine sediments in broad drainageways and
filled playas, in association with calcareous upland soils.
Cacique soils are shallow to moderately deep, noncalcareous,
sandy upland soils. They have a subsoil of sandy clay loam
underlain by indurated caliche. Tonuco soils are noncalcareous
upland deposits of sand that is shallow over indurated caliche.
Active dune land consists of shifting dunes of noncalcareous
sand. It is associated with blowout areas.

This association is used for grazing and wildlife habitat. A
ranch commonly covers 20 sections or more. The soils that are not
severely eroded generally produce high yields of forage if there
is enough moisture. Little or no surface water is available, and
windmills are common.

The climate is hot and dry. The soils support tall and mid
grasses. Sand sage, Havard oak, and mesquite make up most of the
vegetation.

This association is sparsely populated. The landscape is
difficult to cross by ordinary means because the surface layer is
loose and sandy and dunes and gullies are common. Roads have been
built by o0il companies in parts of the association.

The soils of this association are too sandy to be suitable for
earthen structures for impounding or diverting water. The sands
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are poorly graded and are unsuitable for use in concrete. The
Cacique and Tonuco soils are a source of caliche suitable for
road construction. Pipelines can easily be buried in Kermit and
Berino soils, but care is needed to control erosion.

6. Simona-Pajarito association

Sandy, deep soils and soils that are shallow to caliche; from
wind-worked deposits

This association consists mainly of calcareous upland soils and
of land types (fig. 8). It occupies about 350,000 acres, or
approximately 14 percent of the survey Area. Most of the
association occurs as scattered areas east of the Pecos River, in
valleys and on breaks, flats, ridges, and slopes. Rainfall
amounts to about 10 to 14 inches annually, and the mean annual
temperature ranges from 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season
ranges from 208 to 220 days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 4,400
feet.

Simoma soils, which make up about 45 percent of the
association, generally are moderately dark colored, sandy, upland
soils that are shallow over indurated caliche. The parent
material consists of material derived from dissected,
caliche-capped, exposed red beds on breaks ; of wash material in
valleys and on flats and slopes; and of shallow , sandy,
wind-worked deposits over caliche on upland ranges and plains.

Pajarito soils, which make up about 40 percent of tine
association, are deep, moderately dark colored, sandy soils that
developed in material washed from red beds and deposited in
drainageways and on valley slopes.

Also in this association are areas of Bippus, Upton, and Largo
soils and of Rock land, Stony land, and Stony and Rough broken
land. These areas make up about 15 percent of the association.
Bippus soils, which are deep and moderately dark colored,
developed in silty alluvium.

They occur in drainageways and are subject to flooding. Upton
soils, which are very shallow and gravelly over indurated
caliche, are moderately dark colored and loamy. They occur on
gently sloping to sloping breaks. Largo soils, which are
generally deep and moderately dark colored, are loamy soils that
developed in material washed from red beds. Rock land occurs in
areas where the red beds have been highly dissected. There is
little or no soil material. Stony land consists of steep, highly
dissected or gullied red-bed material that occurs with Rock langd.
It has a thin cover of soil mixed with stones. Stony and Rough
broken land consists of steep slopes and escarpments that are
highly dissected or gullied. The stones on the lower slopes are
mixed with soil material.

Small playas are scattered throughout the areas of Bippus
soils. These dry lakes hold surface water, but only for short
periods. Some of the valleys that have cut into the red-bed
material contain fairly large saline lakes that hold water the
year around, or at least most of the year. Salt Lake, east of
Loving, 1s a permanent saline lake. Jahie and Flat Lakes are
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saline lakes that hold water most of the year. Crow Flats and
Walters, Square, and Hackberry Lakes hold good water, but only
for short periods.

All of this association is used for grazing or wildlife
habitat. A ranch commonly covers 24 sections or more. The major
problem is the distribution of stock water. The terrain is rough,
and the soils are subject to wind and water erosion. Ground water
is hard to locate.

The climate is hot and dry. The soils are droughy, and in most
places the vegetation is sparse. Short, tall, and mid grasses,
mesquite, creosotebush, broom snakeweed, and longleaf ephedra
make up most of the vegetation.

This association is sparsely populated. There are only a few
good roads. Pajarito and Wink soils and Dune land are susceptible
to severe wind erosion, and these areas are difficult to traverse
by ordinary means. Nearly all of the potash produced in the Eddy
Area comes from this association.

This association is generally unsuitable for conservation
engineering structures, because of drifting sand, severe wind
erosion, rapid water intake, and shallowness over caliche.
Generally, the dry lakes and areas of Bippus and Largo soils can
be used as a source of material suitable for earthen structures.
Most areas of the sandy soils, such as those of the Simona and
Pajarito series, are not suitable for concrete, because the sands
are poorly graded. They are unsuitable for water reservoirs,
because permeability is rapid.

Simona and Potter soils are a source of caliche suitable for
road construction. Stock ponds can be constructed in areas of
Bippus soils, but sites must be carefully selected.

7. Arno-Harkey-Anthony association
Loamy, deep soils from recent mixed alluvium

This association consists of deep, nearly level soils (fig. 9)
on flood plains of the Pecos River. It occupies about 58,800
acres, or approximately 2 percent of the survey Area. Rainfall
amounts to 10 to 14 inches annum ally, and the mean annual
temperature ranges from 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season
ranges from 210 to 220 days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 4,200
feet.

The major soils of this association developed in calcareous
alluvium of mixed origin. The degree of salinity of the soils and
the depth to the water table are variable.

Arno soills, which make up about 35 percent of the association,
are deep, light colored, and saline. In uncultivated areas,
gypsum is visible throughout the profile. The water table is
usually below a depth of 6 feet throughout the year, but in areas
near the backwaters of Lake McMillan, the water table fluctuates
with the rise and fall of the water in the lake.

Harkey soils, which make up about 30 percent of the
association, are deep, well drained, and moderately dark colored.
They occur on low terraces. Some of the areas are saline.

Anthony soils, which make up about 30 percent of the
assoclation, are deep, well drained, and light colored. They
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occur on low terraces. They are easily eroded by wind and water.
Also in this association are small areas of the gray variant of
Pima soils. This soil makes up about 5 percent of the
association. It is deep, poorly drained, and moderately dark
colored. It occurs in narrow drainageways below flowing natural
springs or springs that have ceased to flow only in recent years.

A small part of this association is used for irrigated crops.
Arno soils are among the least productive in the Eddy Area, and
Harkey soils are among the most productive. Arno soils are
saline, and surface crusting must be considered in planning
irrigation systems. Harkey soils are subject to slight wind and
water erosion.

The rest of the association is used for native pasture,
recreation, and wildlife habitat. Wildlife refuges, mainly for
waterfowl, have been established on Lake McMillan. Reservoirs and
ponds along the Pecos River and the Black River provide fishing.
The Carlsbad Municipal Lake back of the retention dam in the
Pecos River at Carlsbad provides water sports.

The climate is hot and dry. These soils are subject to periodic
flooding if they are not protected. The vegetation is affected by
salinity, a fluctuating water table, and the texture of the
soils. The plant cover consists of alkali sacaton, inland
saltgrass, French tamarisk, salt sedge, and seepweed.

Arno soils are unstable, slowly permeable, and subject to
flooding unless they are protected. All types of conservation
structures need special treatments to control salinity. Pipelines
are subject to corrosion. Special designs are needed for concrete
structures.

Harkey soils are suitable for all kinds of conserxrvation
practices. They are a fair to good source of topsoil if
fertilized, but in some areas they are subject to wind erosion if
left without plant cover.

Anthony soils are not suitable for conservation structures,
because of drifting sand, severe wind erosion, and rapid water
intake.

Pima soils have a fluctuating water table. They are subject to
periodic flooding if they are not protected or drained. They are
unstable in structures and difficult to work. Although they have
a high content of organic matter, they are a poor source of
topsoil because of their clay content.

Descriptions of the Soils

This section describes the soil series and mapping units of the
Eddy Area. The approximate acreage and proportionate extent of
each mapping unit are given in tables 1 and 2.

In the pages that follow, a general description of each soil
series is given. Each series description has a short narrative
description of a representative profile and a much more detailed
description of the same profile, from which highly technical
interpretations can be made. Following the profile is a brief
statement of the range in characteristics of the soils in the
series, as mapped in this survey Area. Color names and color
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symbols given are for dry soil, unless otherwise indicated.

Following the series description, each mapping unit in the
series is described individuvally. For full information on any one
mapping unit, it is necessary to read the description of the soil
series as well as the description of the wmapping unit.
Miscellaneous land types, such as Active dune land, are described
in alphabetic order along with other mapping units.

After the name of each mapping unit there is a symbol in
parentheses. This symbol identifies the mapping unit on the
detailed soil map. At the end of the description of each mapping
unit are listed the capability unit and the range site in which
the mapping unit has been placed. The pages where these
interpretive groups are described can be learned readily by
referring to the "Guide to Mapping Units."

In the Eddy Area, the soils were mapped at two intensities. The
composition of the low-intensity mapping units is more variable
than that of the high-intensity units but has been controlled
well enough to allow interpretations for the expected uses of the
soils. The soils mapped at low intensity are identified on the
"Guide to Mapping Units" by a symbol consisting of two capital
letters. The soils mapped at high intensity are identified by a
symbol consisting of a capital letter and a small letter.

For more general information about the soils, the reader can
refer to the section "General Soil Map," in which the broad
patterns of soils are described. Many of the terms used in the

soil descriptions and other parts of the survey are defined in
the Glossary.

Active Dune Land

Active dune land (AD) consists of wind-drifted sands that shift
and blow freely. This land type is associated with Kermit soils.
The areas are 40 to 100 acres in size.

Some of the dunes have become active only in recent years, but
others have been rolling and shifting for many years. Blowouts
are common in areas where livestock have habitually grazed and
trampled, especially around watering areas. Small blowouts
quickly grow into larger areas, and active dunes form from the
shifting sand. Maintenance of a good vegetative cover is the best
way to prevent active dunes from forming. The low rainfall in
this Area, however, makes revegetation improbable, once the plant
cover is lost. (Dryland capability unit VIIIe-1)

Anthony Series

The Anthony series consists of deep, light-colored, nearly
level, calcareous soils that developed in stratified alluvium
derived from crystalline and sedimentary rocks. These soils occur
on flood plains and low terraces along the Pecos River, generally
south of Lake McMillan.

Soils of the Anthony series typically have a surface layer of
pale-brown sandy loam about 6 inches thick. The next layer, about
9 inches thick, is light-brown sandy loam. The substratum is
pinkish sandy loam, stratified with thin lenses of loamy sand,
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loam, and silt loam. This layer extends to a depth of more than
60 inches.

These soils are hummocky or billowy and are subject to severe
wind erxrosion if the plant cover is seriously depleted.
Permeability is moderately rapid, and the intake rate is rapid.
Nearly all of the precipitation that falls soaks into the soil.
The water-holding capacity is moderate. The organic-matter
content is low or very low, and natural fertility is moderate.
Rainfall amounts to 10 to 14 inches annually, and the mean annual
temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is 200 to 217
days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 3,600 feet.

Anthony soils are used for irrigated crops, native pasture, and
wildlife habitat. The vegetation consists mainly of black grama,
side-oats grama, little bluestem, blue grama, Javelina, bush
muhly, sand muhly, sand dropseed, three-awn, sand sagebrush,
broom snakeweed, and mesquite.

Typical profile of Anthony sandy loam, 2,140 feet north and

720 feet west of the SE corner of sec. 17, T. 24:5., R, 29 E.

Ap-0 to 6 inches, pale-brown (10YR 6/3) sandy loam,
dark brown (10YR 4/3) when moist; weak, fine,
crumb structure; soft when dry, very friable when
moist, nonsticky when wet; very porous; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual, smooth
boundary.

AC-6 to 15 inches, light brown (7.5YR 6/3) sandy loam, dark
brown (7.5YR 4/3) when moist; weak, fine, subangular
blocky structure; slightly hard when dry, very friable
when moist, nonsticky when wet; very porous; stratified
with thin lenses of loam; strongly calcareous; mildly
alkaline; clear, smooth boundary.

Cl-15 to 20 inches, pinkish-gray (7.5YR 6/2) sandy
loam, dark brown (7.5YR 4/3) when moist; massive;
slightly hard when dry, very friable when moist,
slightly sticky and slightly plastic when wet;
common very fine and fine pores; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; clear, smooth
boundary.

C2-20 to 60 inches, pink (7.5YR 7/3) stratified loamy
sand and sandy loam, brown (7.5YR 5/3) when moist;
massive; slightly hard when dry, very friable when
moist, slightly sticky and nonplastic when wet;
very porous; strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline.

The thickness of the Ap horizon ranges from 5 to 12 inches,

and the texture from sandy loam to loamy sand. The color ranges
from 75YR to 10YR in hue, from 6 to 7 in value, and from 2 to 3
in chroma. It is slightly darker if the soil is irrigated. The
color of the soil material between depths of 10 and 40 inches
ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 6 to 7 in value, and from
2 to 3 in chroma. This layer is inconsistently thinly layered
with moderately coarse textured to medium-textured material.
Coarse fragments of rock are scattered throughout the profile.
Anthony soils are associated with soils of the Arno and
Harkey series and with the gray variant of the Pima series.
Anthony sandy loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (Aa) .—This soil
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has the profile described as typical of the Anthony series. It
occurs mainly along the Pecos River in the general area of
Carlsbad. Included in mapping were areas of Harkey sandy loam, O
to 1 percent slopes, which make up less than 5 percent of the
acreage. Also included were areas of Anthony sandy loam, 1 to 3
percent slopes, which make up about 1,200 acres.

This soil is used for irrigated crops, but cultivated areas
are subject to severe wind erosion i1f they are left bare. Rough
tillage, mulching, and use of cover crops are needed.
Revegetation is difficult because of high temperatures and
erratic rainfall. Seedling damage resulting from high winds can
be expected. Careful management of irrigation water is needed to
check water erosion and excessive leaching of plant nutrients.
This soil is also used for wildlife habitat. (Irrigated
capability unit IIe-3; dryland capability unit VIIe-2; Sandy
range site) :

Anthony sandy loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes, eroded (AE,

Ah) .-This soil has been eroded by wind, but otherwise its profile
is similar to the one described as typical of the series. It
occurs along the Pecos River in the general area from Lake
McMillan to Malaga. Included in mapping were areas of Harkey and
Arno soils, which make up less than 1 percent of the acreage.
Most of the acreage was mapped at high intensity. The small
acreage mapped at low intensity is less severely eroded than the
areas mapped at high intensity.

Dunes 2 to 6 feet high occur in these areas. These dunes are
somewhat stabilized by the woody plants around which they have
formed. The areas between dunes are nearly bare or are sparsely
vegetated.

This soil is used for native pasture and wildlife habitat.
Careful management is needed to control wind erosion and to
maintain a cover of desirable forage plants. Revegetation is
difficult because of high temperatures and erratic rainfall.
(Dryland capability unit VIIe-1; Deep Sand range site)

Arno Series

The Arno series consists of deep, moderately well drained,
light-colored, nearly level soils that developed in moderately
fine textured to fine textured alluvium. These soils occur on
flood plains along the Pecos River. They are calcareous and
moderately to strongly saline. The water table is usually below a
depth of 6 feet throughout the year, but in areas of these soils
near the backwaters of Lake McMillan, the water table fluctuates
with the rise and fall of the water in the lake. These areas are
subject to flooding from the Pecos River and its tributaries, but
the floodwaters are not damaging.

Soils of the Arno series typically have a surface layer of
light reddish-brown to reddish-brown silty clay loam.
Reddish-gray silty clay begins at a depth of about 14 inches.
This layer contains finely divided gypsum crystals, which are
leached from the surface layer when the soil is irrigated and
concentrate at a depth below 24 inches. A layer of reddish-brown
silty clay is at a depth of about 34 inches, and it extends to a
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depth of 60 inches or more.

Runoff is very slow, and the erosion hazard is no more than
very slight. Permeability is slow. The water-holding capacity is
high. The natural fertility is low. Rainfall amounts to 10 to 14
inches annually, and the mean annual temperature is 60° to 64° F.
The frost-free season is 210 to 220 days. Elevations range from
3,000 to 4,000 feet.

A limited acreage that has adequate subsurface drainage and
is protected from flooding is used for irrigated crops. Only
salt-tolerant crops are suitable. Most of the rest of the acreage
is used for native pasture. The vegetation is dominantly alkali
sacaton, but there are lesser amounts of inland saltgrass,
four-wing saltbush, and French tamarisk.

Typical profile of Arno silty clay loam, 2,150 feet west and
700 feet north of the SE. corner of s€8c. 22, T. 24 9., R+ 29 B.

Apl - 0 to- 4 inches, light reddish-brown (5YR 6/3) silty
clay loam, reddish brown (5YR 4/3) when moist; weak,
fine, subangular blocky structure breaking to weak,
fine, granular; slightly hard when dry, very friable
when moist, sticky and plastic when wet; strongly
calcareous; moderately alkaline; gradual, wavy
boundary.

Ap2 - 4 to 9 inches, reddish-brown (5YR 5/3) silty clay
loam, dark reddish brown (5YR 3/2) when moist; weak,
medium, subangular blocky structure; hard when dry,
friable when moist, sticky and plastic when wet;
strongly calcareous; moderately alkaline; clear, smooth
boundary.

Cci —9 to 14 inches, light reddish-brown (5YR 6/3) silty
clay loam, reddish brown (5YR 4/3) when moist; weak,
coarse, prismatic structure breaking to weak, medium,
subangular blocky; very hard when dry, firm when moist,
sticky and plastic when wet; pressure faces on ped
surfaces; strongly calcareous; moderately alkaline;
diffuse boundary.

C2cs —14 to 34 inches, reddish-gray (5YR 5/2) silty clay,
dark reddish brown (5YR 3/2) when moist; weak, coarse,
prismatic structure breaking to weak, fine and medium,
angular blocky; extremely hard when dry, very firm when
moist, sticky and plastic when wet; pressure faces on
ped surfaces; faint, finely divided gypsum crystals and
lime in seams and splotches; strongly calcareous;
moderately alkaline; diffuse boundary.

C3cs -34 to 60 inches, reddish-brown (S5YR 5/3) silty clay,
reddish brown (5YR 4/3) when moist; weak, coarse,
subangular blocky structure; extremely hard when dry,
very firm when moist, sticky and plastic when wet;
pressure faces on ped surfaces; faint, finely divided
gypsum crystals and lime in seams and splotches,
strongly calcareous; moderately alkaline.

The thickness of the A horizon ranges from 4 to 12 inches,
and the texture, from clay loam to silty clay. The color ranges
from 5YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 5 to 6 in value, and from 2 to 3
in chroma. The C horizon extends to a depth of more than 60
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inches. Its color range is nearly that of the surface layer.
Finely divided gypsum crystals, ranging from faint to prominent,
occur below a depth of about 9 inches. In places thinly
stratified fine sandy loam, silt loam, and clay occur at a depth
of 20 to 40 inches.

Arno soils are associated with Pima soils, gray variant, and
with soils of the Harkey and Anthony series.

Arno silty clay loam, O to 1 percent slopes (An).—This soil
has the profile described as typical of the Arno series. Included
in mapping were areas of Pima clay loam, gray variant, O to 1
percent slopes, in swales and drainageways. The included areas
make up less than 5 percent of the acreage.

This soil is used for native pasture and for irrigated
crops. It is not productive, unless subsoil drainage is adequate
and irrigation water is well managed. Salt tolerant crops, such
as cotton, barley,; and alfalfa, are suitable. (Irrigated
capability unit IVs-1; dryland capability unit VIs-1; Salty
Bottomland range site)

Arno-Harkey complex, saline, O to 1 percent slopes (AH,

Ak) .—This complex consists of soils affected by salinity and a
fluctuating high water table. Arno silty clay lcam, O to 1
percent slopes, makes up 40 to 60 percent of the acreage; Harkey
very fine sandy loam, saline, O to 1 percent slopes, and Anthony
soils make up 20 to 30 percent; and Pima clay loam, gray variant,
O to 1 percent slopes, makes up 10 to 20 percent. This complex
occurs on flood plains of the Pecos River and its tributaries.
The largest area is north of Lake McMillan. Some areas are within
the high-intensity survey, and some are within the low-intensity
survey. All the areas that include the Pima soil are within the
high-intensity survey.

This complex is flooded periodically. Recent deposits, as
much as 3 feet thick, of reddish, clayey sediments overlie the
natural soils in areas along the present river channel and in
areas adjacent to the backwaters of Lake McMillan. Drainage of
the subsocil is restricted by the water table, which fluctuates
with the rise and fall of waters in the Pecos River and Lake
McMillan. Natural springs occur at the head of drainageways in
areas of the Pima soil. Some areas of the Pima soil have a
seasonally fluctuating water table.

The soils of this complex are generally moderately to
strongly saline, but some areas of Harkey and Anthony soils are
only slightly to moderately saline. The vegetation consists
mainly of such salt-tolerant plants as alkali sacaton, inland
saltgrass, and saltcedar. The soils are suitable for wildlife
habitat. (Dryland capability unit VIs-1; Arno soil is in Salty
Bottomland range site; Harkey soil is in Salt Fiats range site)
Atoka Series

The Atoka series consists of well-drained, moderately dark
colored, level to gently sloping soils that developed in
moderately deep o0ld alluvium derived from calcareous sedimentary
rocks. These soils (fig. 10) occur on uplands along the Pecos
River in the general area of Artesia and Carlsbad. They are loamy
and calcareous.

Soils of the Atoka series typically have a surface layer of
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grayish-brown to brown loam about 8 inches thick. The next layer,
about 15 inches thick, consists of brown to dark-brown loam. A
layer, about 10 inches thick, that is enriched with calcium

carbonate

33 inches.

rests on fractured, indurated caliche at a depth below

These soils are uneroded or only slightly eroded. The
natural fertility is moderate, and the organic-matter content is
low. Permeability is moderate, and the waterholding capacity is

moderate.

Rainfall amounts to 10 to 14 inches annually, and the

mean annual temperature ranges from 60° to 64° F. The frost-free

season 1is
feet.

210 to 220 days. Elevations range from 3,050 to 4,300

Atoka soils are used for irrigated crops and native pasture.
The vegetation consists of black grama, blue grama, tobosa, side-
oats grama, bush muhly, and vine-mesquite.

Typical profile of Atoka loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes,
NEY%, NW%, SW4%,NEY, sec. 4, T. 23 S., R. 27 E.

All

Al2

AC

Cl

C2ca

- to 2 inches, grayish-brown (10YR 5/2) very fine sandy
loam, dark brown (10YR 3/3) when moist; moderate, thin
and very thin, platy structure; soft when dry, friable
when moist, nonsticky when wet; common very fine and
fine pores; abundant fine and medium roots; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt, smooth boundary.
—2 to 8 inches, brown (10YR 5/3) loam, dark brown (10YR
4/3) when moist; weak, coarse, subangular blocky
structure; hard when dry, friable when moist; slightly
sticky when wet; abundant worm casts; common very fine
and fine pores; abundant fine and medium roots;
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual, smooth
boundary.

8 to 15 inches, brown (10YR 5/3) loam, dark brown (10YR
4/3) when moist; weak, coarse, subangular blocky
structure; slightly hard when drp (sic), friable when
moist, slightly sticky when wet; abundant worm casts;
common very fine and fine pores; plentiful very fine
and fine roots; few seams of lime; strongly calcareous;
mildly alkaline; gradual, smooth boundary.

—15 to 23 inches, dark-brown (10YR 4/3) loam, dark
brown (7.5YR 4/4) when moist; very weak, coarse,
subangular blocky structure; slightly hard when dry,
friable when moist, slightly sticky when wet; abundant
worm casts; common very fine and fine pores; plentiful
very fine and fine roots; few seams of lime; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; clear, smooth boundary.
—23 to 33 inches, light yellowish-brown (10YR 6/4)
loam, yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) when moist; very weak,
coarse, subangular blocky structure; slightly hard when
dry, friable when moist, slightly sticky when wet;
common, fine to medium, white (10YR 8/2) lime
concretions, very pale brown (10YR 8/3) when moist;
common very fine and fine pores; few very fine roots;
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt, wavy
boundary.

C3cam—33 inches, fractured, indurated, gravelly caliche.
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The A horizon ranges from 4 to 8 inches in thickness.

Its texture is very fine sandy loam, loam, or fine sandy

loam. The color of the A horizon ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR

in hue, from 5 to 6 in value, and from 2 to 3 in chroma. The

C2ca horizon ranges from 9 to 22 inches in thickness. Its

texture is generally loam to light clay loam, but in places

it is silty clay loam. The depth to indurated caliche or
strongly cemented gravel ranges from 20 to 36 inches.
Atoka soils are associated with soils of the Upton and

Reagan series.

Atoka loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (Ao).—This soil has the
profile described as typical of the Atoka series. It occurs in
broad swales on the plains west of the Pecos River near Artesia
and Carlsbad. Included in mapping were areas of Reagan and Upton
soils, which make up less than 5 percent of the acreage. Also
included were areas of Atoka fine sandy loam.

This soil is used for irrigated crops and native pasture. It
is fertile, but the underlying caliche and the moderate
water-holding capacity limit the growth of deep-rooted crops. It
can be used for shallow-rooted crops. (Irrigated capability unit
IIIs-14; dryland capability unit VIs-3; Loamy range site)

Atoka loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes (At).-This soil occurs on
the sides of swales on the plains west of the Pecos River. Near
Lakewood, about one-third of the acreage is underlain by strongly
cemented gravel at a depth of 20 to 36 inches. Included in
mapping were areas of Upton soils, which make up less than 5
percent of the acreage, and a small acreage of Atoka fine sandy
loam, most of which is in the La Huerta area, near Carlsbad.

This soil is used for irrigated crops and native pasture. It
is nearly as productive as Atoka loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes, but
it is subject to water erosion unless irrigation water is
carefully managed. The water can be more easily controlled if the
soil 1s bench leveled to a grade of 0.2 to 0.3 percent. The
water-holding capacity is variable; it ranges from low in
shallower areas to moderately high in deeper areas. (Irrigated
capability unit IIIe-2; dryland capability unit VIs-3 ; Loamy
range site)

Berino Series

The Berino series consists of deep, noncalcareous,
vellowish-red to red, sandy soils that developed in windworked
material of mixed origin. These soils occur as gently sloping,
undulating to hummocky areas in the "Deep Sand Country" east of
the Pecos River. These are the most extensive of the deep, sandy
soils in the Eddy Area. Roads built by o0il companies give access
to much of the acreage.

Soils of the Berino series typically have a surface layer of
yellowish-red fine sand about 17 inches thick. The subsoil is
about 33 inches thick. The upper part is yellowish-red fine sandy
loam, and the lower part is red to dark-red sandy clay loam. The
underlying material consists of lime-enriched, pink clay loam
(soft caliche).

Berino soils are subject to continuing wind and water
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erosion. If the vegetative cover is seriously depleted, the

erosion hazard is severe. The soils are difficult to revegetate

once the plant cover is lost, because rainfall is undependable.

They lack surface water, except for short periods after the

infrequent heavy rains. They retain nearly all the moisture that

falls, but the surface layer has low water-holding capacity.

Permeability is rapid in the surface layer, but it is moderately

slow in the subsoil. Rainfall amounts to 10 to 14 inches

annually, and the mean annual temperature is 60° to 64° F. The

frost-free season is 208 to 220 days. Elevations range from 3,100

to 4,200 feet.

All of the acreage is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. If there is sufficient moisture, the soils are
productive. The vegetation consists of bush muhly, plains
bristlegrass, blue grama, mesquite, and Havard oak.

Typical profile of Berino fine sand, 1,100 feet south and
1,280 feet east of the NW. corner of sec. 27, T. 17 S., R. 30 E.
Al -0 to 17 inches, yellowish-red (5YR 4/6) fine sand,

yellowish red (5YR 3/6) when moist; single grain; loose when

dry or moist, nonsticky and nonplastic when wet;
noncalcareous; neutral; abrupt, smooth boundary.

B21t —~17 to 23 inches, yellowish-red (5YR 4/6) fine sandy loam,
dark red (2.5YR 3/6) when moist; weak, coarse, prismatic
structure; very hard when dry, friable when moist, slightly
sticky and nonplastic when wet; thin, continuous clay films
on all ped surfaces; noncalcareous; neutral; clear, smooth
boundary.

B22t —23 to 36 inches, red (2.5YR 4/6) sandy clay loam, dark red
(2.5YR 3/6) when moist; moderate, coarse, prismatic
structure breaking to weak, medium and coarse, subangular
blocky; extremely hard when dry, firm when moist, sticky and
plastic when wet; thin, continuous clay films on all ped
surfaces; noncalearoous; neutral; clear, wavy boundary.

B3t -—36 to 50 inches, dark-red (2.5YR 3/6) iight sandy clay
loam, dark red (2.5YR 2/6) when moist; weak, coarse,
prismatic structure; extremely hard when dry, firm when
moist, sticky and plastic when wet; thin, continuous clay
films on all ped surfaces; few distinct splotches of lime;
noncalcareous; neutral to mildly alkaline; abrupt, wavy
boundary.

Cca —50 to 58 inches, pink (5YR 7/3) clay loam (soft caliche),
light reddish brown (2.5YR 6/4) when moist; massive;
extremely hard when dry, firm when moist, sticky and plastic
when wet; strongly calcareous; moderately alkaline.

The thickness of the Al horizon ranges from 8 to 36 inches,
and the texture, from fine sand to loamy sand. The color ranges
from S5YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 4 to 5 in value, and from 4 to 6
in chroma. The color of the B2t and B3t horizons ranges from
2.5YR to 5YR in hue, from 3 to 5 in value, and from 4 to 8 in
chroma. The depth to the Cca horizon ranges from 36 to 60 inches.
In some places indurated caliche occurs at a depth of 36 to 60
inches and the Cca horizon is very thin or is lacking entirely.

Berino soils are associated with Cacique, Pajarito, Wink,
Kermit, and Tonuco soils.
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Berino loamy fine sand, 0 to 3 percent slopes (BA).— Except
for the texture and thickness of the surface layer, this soil has
a profile similar to that described as typical of the Berino
series. It occurs on long, smooth slopes in the uplands in the
eastern part of the survey Area. Included in mapping were areas
of Berino complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes, eroded, and Pajarito
loamy fine sand, 0 to 3 percent slopes, exoded. The included
areas make up less than 15 percent of the acreage.

The surface layer is noncalcareous, yellowish-red loamy fine
sand about 12 inches thick. In some areas the surface layer is
fine sandy loam or fine sand. The subsoil consists of
noncalcareous clay loam 22 to 45 inches thick. The depth to a
distinct layer of lime accumulation ranges from 36 to about 60
inches. Permeability is moderately slow in the subsoil.

This soil is slightly to moderately eroded, and the hazard
of further erosion is severe if the vegetative cover is seriously
depleted. It is well suited to pasture if there is enough ‘
moisture. (Dryland capability unit VIIe-2 ; Sandy range site)

Berino complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes, eroded (BB).— This
complex consists mostly of the Berino soil described as having
the profile typical of the series. It occurs, in association with
Pajarito soils, as the smoother areas in swales and depressions
between the dunes of Kermit soils. Included in mapping were small
areas of each of the following soils: Cacique loamy sand, 0 to 3
percent slopes, eroded; Pajarito loamy fine sand, 0 to 3 percent
slopes, eroded ; Wink loamy fine sand, 0 to 3 percent slopes,
eroded; and Kermit fine sand. In places the included soils occur
in association with each other, but in other places they occur
individually. They make up less than 20 percernt of the acreage.

The soils in this complex have been altered by wimd erosion.
Their surface layer, 9 to 36 inches thick, is hummocky to
billowy. The hummocks range from 1 to 3 feet in height. A few
areas are barren, and in these places the subsoil of sandy clay
loam is exposed or is near the surface.

These soils are generally stabilized by Havard oak,
mesguite, and other vegetation. They are used for grassland and
are productive if there is enough moisture. The hazard of wind
erosion is severe if the plant cover is seriously depleted.
(Dryland capability unit VIIe-1; Deep Sand range site)

Berino-Dune land complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes (BD).—This
complex consists of deep, sandy soils and of Dune land (fig. 11).
Berino soils make up about 40 to 50 percent of the acreage, and
Dune land makes up 35 to 50 percent. Except that the surface
layer has been severely eroded by wind, the Berino soil im this
complex has a profile similar to that described as typical of the
series. In places the subsoil of sandy clay loam is exposed.
Included in mapping were small areas of Kermit fine sand; Cacique
loamy sand, hummocky, 0 to 3 percent slopes, eroded; amd Active
dune land. The included areas make up less than 15 percent of the
acreage.

Rounded dunes of fine sand, 3 to 8 feet high and generally 8
to 30 feet wide at the base, are characteristic of this complex.
These dunes have formed around woody plants, such as mesquite,
and each windstorm either adds sand or takes some away. The
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surface layer of the soil is thicker in areas adjacent to the
dunes.

This complex is used mainly for range. Wind erosion has
damaged the soils so seriously that the yield of desirable
vegetation is limited. There is little or no vegetation in areas
where the subsoil is exposed or where the surface layer is thin.
(Dryland capability unit VIIe-1; Deep Sand range site)

Berino-Pajarito complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes, eroded
(BP) .~This complex is made up of the same soils as Berino
complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes, eroded, but in different
proportions. Berino soils make up about 40 to 50 percent of the
acreage, and Pajarito soils, a like amount. Included in mapping
were areas of Kermit fine sand; Wink loamy fine sand, hummocky, 0
to 3 percent slopes, eroded; and Active dune land. The included
soils make up less than 15 percent of the acreage.

The soils of this complex are highly susceptible to wind
erosion. Good management is needed to maintain enough vegetation
to check erosion.

Nearly all of the acreage is used for native pasture and
wildlife habitat. The soils are productive if there is enough
moisture. (Dryland capability unit VIIe-1l ; Deep Sand range site)
Bippus Series

The Bippus series consists of deep, moderately dark colored,
well-drained, calcareous soils that developed in alluvium. These
soils occur mainly on flood plains of intermittent streams in the
southeastern part of the survey Area, but smaller areas are
scattered throughout the eastern part. In the Eddy Area, Bippus
soils are mapped only with Simona soils.

Solls of the Bippus series typically have a surface layer
that is about 21 inches thick. The uppermost few inches consists
of grayish-brown sandy loam. This material overlies dark
grayish-brown silty clay loam. Beneath the surface layer is a
transitional layer of dark-brown to brown silty clay loam about
16 inches thick. The substratum, about 11 inches thick, is brown
clay loam enriched by calcium carbonate. It rests on weakly
cemented caliche at a depth of about 4 feet. The surface layer is
thinner near the center of wide potholes or drainageways, and the
texture is silty clay loam.

Bippus soils are uneroded or are only slightly eroded. They
are subject to periodic flooding, and there is some deposition of
sandy material at the edges of the flood plain. Runoff is medium.
Permeability is moderately slow, and the water-holding capacity
is high. Rainfall amounts to 10 to 14 inches annually, and the
mean annual temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is
200 to 217 days. Elevations range from 3,100 to 3,500 feet.

Bippus soi]ls are used for range and wildlife habitat. They
are anmong the most productive soils in the Area if there is
enough moisture. The vegetation consists mainly of sacaton,
alkali sacaton, vine-mesquite, tobosa,, blue grama, buffalograss,
burrogrrass, and mesquite. Good management is needed to maintain
desirable forage species and to lessen the hazard of water
erosion. Revegetation is difficult because of the high
temperatures and the low, erratic rainfall.

A typical prrofile of Bippus silty clay loam in a
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drainageway on the west side of State Route 31, about 990 feet

west and 1,650 feet south of the NE. corner of sec 3, T. 21 S.,

R. 30 E.

All -0 to 3 inches, grayish-brown (10YR 5/2) sandy loam, very
dark grayish browrl (10YR 3/2) when moist; weak, fine,
subangular b]Jocky structure; hard when dry, friable when
moist, slightly sticky and slightly plastic when wet;
abundant fine and very fine roots; many very fine pores;
slightly calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt boundary.

Al2 -3 to 21 inches, dark grayish-brow:n (10YR 4/2) silty clay
loam, very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) when moist; weak,
coarse, prismatic structure breaking to moderate, medium,
subangular blocky; very hard when dry, firm when moist,
sticky and plastic when wet; plentiful fine medium and
coarse roots; common fine, very fine, and coarse pores;
slightly calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual boundary.

AC -21 to 37 inches, dark-brown to brown (7.5YR 4/2) silty clay
loam, dark brown (7.5YR 3/2) when moist; weak, coarse, '
prismatic structure breaking to coarse, subangular blocky;
very hard when dry, firm when moist, sticky and plastic when
wet; many fine and very fine roots; common very fine pores;
strongly ca)careous; moderately alkaline; gradual boundary.

Clca -37 to 48 inches, brown (7.5 YR 5/3) clay loam, dark brown
(7.5YR 4/3) when moist; massive: hard when dry, firm when
moist, sticky and plastic when wet; few fine and very fine
roots; common fine and very fine pores; many, fine to
medium, soft, distinct, lime concretions; strongly
calcareous; moderately alkaline; gradual boundary.

C2ca -48 to 60 inches, weakly cemented caliche.

The All horizon ranges from 1 to 8 inches in thickness. The
color ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue and from 4 to 5 in value.
The 'Al2 horizon ranges from 12 to 24 inches in thickness. The
color ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue and from 3 to 5 in value.
The AC horizon ranges from 12 to 20 inches in thickness. The
color ranges from 7.5YR to 5YR in hue, from 3 to 4 in value, and
from 2 to 4 in chroma. The Clca horizon ranges from 8 to 11
inches in thickness. The color ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue,
from 4 to 5 in value, and from 2 to 3 in chroma. The texture is
silty clay loam or clay loam. The depth to weakly cemented
caliche is more than 36 inches.

Bippus soils are associated with Simona soils.

Cacique Series
The Cacique series consists of yellowish-red to red,

noncalcareous soils that are shallow to moderately deep over

indurated caliche. These soils developed in a thin mantle of
eolian sand of mixed origin. They occur as scattered areas on
plains along the western edge of the "Deep Sand Country" in the
eastern part of the Eddy Area. They are nearly level to gently
sloping.

Soils of the Cacique series (fig. 12) typically have a
surface layer of yellowish-red loamy sand about 5 inches thick.
The subsoil, about 19 inches thick, is noncalcareous. The upper
part consists of yellowish-red sandy loam, and the lower part of
red sandy clay loam. Indurated caliche underlies the subsoil at a
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depth of about 24 inches.

Permeability is rapid in the surface layer and moderate in
the subsoil. The water-holding capacity is moderately low. The
soills are subject to severe wind erosion if the vegetative cover
is seriously depleted. Rainfall amounts to 10 to 14 inches
annually, and the mean annual temperature is 60° to 64° F. The
frost-free season is 208 to 220 days. Elevations range from 3,100
to 4,200 feet.

Wind erosion has severely altered the surface layer of these
soils. Hummocks of fine sand, 1 to 3 feet high, have formed
around woody plants. The soils between the hummocks are mostly
barren. They have a thin surface layer of loamy fine sand or fine
sand. In places the subsoil of sandy loam or sandy clay loam is
exposed.

Cacique soils are used for native pasture. The vegetation
consists of grama and other short grasses and of mesquite and
other woody plants.

Typical profile of Cacique loamy Sand that has a slope of
about 1 percent; 2,190 feet south and 660 feet west of the
northeast corner of sec. 25, T. 21 S., R. 29 E.

Al -0 to 5 inches, yellowish-red (5YR 5/6) loamy sand,
vellowish red (5YR 4/6) when moist; weak, coarse,
subangular blocky structure; soft when dry, very
friable when moist, nonsticky and nonplastic when wet;
noncalcareous; neutral; clear, wavy boundary.

Blt -5 to 17 inches, yellowish-red (5YR 5/6) sandy loam,
yellowish red (5YR 4/6) when moist; weak, coarse,
subangular blocky structure; soft when dry, very
friable when moist, slightly sticky and nonplastic when
wet; few medium pores; thin, patchy clay films on
vertical ped surfaces; noncalcareous; neutral; clear,
wavy boundary.

B2t —17 to 24 inches, red (2.5YR 4/6) sandy clay loam, dark
red (2.5YR 3/6) when moist; weak to moderate, coarse,
prismatic structure breaking to weak, coarse,
subangular blocky; very hard when dry, firm when moist,
sticky and plastic when wet; many fine and medium
pores; thin, patchy clay films on the vertical sides of
peds and thin, continuous clay films in the pores;
noncalcareous; neutral; abrupt, wavy boundary.

Ccam —24 inches, indurated caliche, fractured and platy.

The color of the A and B horizons ranges from 5YR to 2.5YR
in hue, from 3 to 5 in value, and from 5 to 6 in chroma. The B2t
horizon ranges from 6 to 19 inches in thickness. The texture of
that horizon ranges from sandy loam and light sandy clay loam in
the upper part to sandy clay loam in the lower part. In places a
thin B3ca horizon occurs above the indurated caliche. The depth
to fractured, platy, indurated caliche ranges from 12 to 36
inches.

Cacigue soils are associated with Berino and Tonuco soils.

Cacique loamy sand, O to 3 percent slopes, eroded (CA).—This
soil occurs as patches 40 to 320 acres in size along the western
edge of the "Deep Sand Country" east of the Pecos River. Included
in mapping were small areas of Berino complex, O to 3 percent
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slopes, eroded, and Berino loamy fine sand, 0 to 3 percent
slopes. Also included were small sand dunes that are somewhat
stabilized by mesquite and severely eroded areas where caliche is
exposed. The included areas make up less than 15 percent of the
acreage.

This soil is susceptible to severe wind erosion if the
vegetative cover is seriously depleted. Water erosion is a lesser
problem, because most of the rainfall soaks into the soil
rapidly.

This soil is used for native pasture. (Dryland capability
unit VIIe-2; Sandy range site)

Cottonwood Series

The Cottonwood series consists of "well-drained, calcareous,
light-colored soils that are shallow or very shallow over beds of
gypsum or alabaster. These soils occur on uplands throughout the
central part of the survey Area. They are nearly level to gently
sloping. In the Eddy Area, Cottonwood soils are mapped only with
Reeves soils and with Gypsum land. '

Soils of the Cottonwood series typically have a surface
layer of light-gray to light brownish-gray loam. They are
underlain by gypsiferous material at a depth of about 9 inches.

These soils are subject to severe erosion if the vegetative
cover is lost. Revegetation is extremely difficult because
rainfall is undependable. Surface water is lacking, except for
short periods after the infrequent heavy rains. The surface layer
is moderately permeable, and the underlying gypsiferous material
is slowly permeable. The surface crusts over upon drying. The
water-holding capacity is very low to low. The rooting zone 1is
restricted by the underlying gypsiferous material. Rainfall
amounts to 10 to 14 inches annually, and the mean annual
temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is 200 to 220
days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 3,800 feet.

Cottonwood soils are used only for native pasture. The
vegetation consists mainly of gyp grama, black grama, alkali
sacaton, gyp grass, coldenia, and American tarbush.

Typical profile of Cottonwood loam, 3 miles NW. of Loving,
150 feet SE. of NW. corner of NEY sec, 13, T. 23 8., R. 27 E.

All -0 to 1 inch, light-gray (10YR 7/2) loam, brown (10YR

5/3) when moist; strong, very thin to thin, platy
structure; soft when dry, very friable when moist,
nonsticky when wet; discontinuous horizon; spots of
organic matter as much as 1/4 inch thick between A1l
and Al2 horizons; slightly to strongly calcareous;
neutral to mildly alkaline; abrupt, smooth boundary.

Al2 -1 to 5 inches, light brownish-gray (l1OYR 6/2) loamn,

brown (10YR 5/2) when moist; massive; soft when dry,
friable when moist, nonsticky when wet; common
prominent lime mycelia; slightly to strongly
calcareous; neutral to mildly alkaline; gradual, smooth
boundary.

ci1 —5 to 9 inches, light brownish-gray (10YR 6/2) loam,

dark brown (10YR 4/3) when moist. massive; soft when
dry, friable when moist, nonsticky when wet; common
prominent lime mycelia; slightly to strongly

N



\

calcareous; neutral to mildly alkaline; abrupt, wavy
boundaxry.

C2cs -9 to 36 inches, white (10YR 8/2) gypsum, very pale
brown (10YR 7/3) when moist; massive; alternately soft
and very hard when dry, nonsticky when wet; contains
semi-indurated lenses; horizon covered by discontinuous
silica shell 1/16 to 1/4 inch thick; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual, wavy boundary.

C3cs —36 to 60 inches, very pale brown (10YR 7/4) gypsum,
brownish yellow (10YR 6/6) when moist, intermingled
with white (10YR 8/2) gypsum, light gray (10YR 7/2)
when moist; massive; soft when dry, nonsticky when wet;
strongly calcareous; moderately alkaline.

The thickness of the A horizon ranges from 4 to 10 inches,
and the texture, from loam to loamy fine sand. The color ranges
from 10YR to 5YR -in hue, from 6 to 7 in value, and from 2 to 4 in
chroma. The underlying gypsiferous material ranges from soft,
loamy material to hard rock. Its color ranges from 10YR 8/2 to
5YR 5/6.

Cottonwood soils are associated with soils of the Reagan and
Reeves series and with Gypsum land.

Cottonwood-Reeves loams, overflow, 0 to 3 percent slopes
(CR) .—In this complex Cottonwood soils make up 50 to 70 percent
of the acreage, and Reeves soils, 30 to 50 percent. The
Cottonwood soils occur above the Reeves soils on the sides of
swales. They are the shallower and less productive of the two.

These soils are well drained but are subject to periodic
flooding. The vegetation is alkali sacaton, scattered saltcedar,
and inland saltgrass.

These are the most productive of the soils affected by
gypsum, because they receive added moisture from floodwaters.
They are susceptible to water erosion if the plant cover is
seriously depleted, and good management is needed to maintain an
adequate cover of vegetation. All of the acreage is used for
native pasture and wildlife habitat. (Dryland capability unit
VIs-1; Salty Bottomland range site)

Dev Series

The Dev series consists of nearly level, moderately dark
colored, gravelly soils that developed in alluvium. These soils
are underlain by very gravelly and cobbly material many feet
thick. They occur on flood plains of intermittent streams,
adjacent to hills and mountains. Most of the acreage is in the
western part of the survey Area. In the Eddy Area, Dev soils are
mapped only with Pima soils.

Soils of the Dev series typically have a surface layer of
grayish-brown gravelly loam about 3 inches thick. The next layer
is grayish-brown gravelly loam. Loamy soil material begins at a
depth of about 15 inches. It is mixed with gravel and
cobblestones, which make up 60 to 90 percent of the soil mass.

These soils are subject to water erosion. They are flooded
periodically by runoff from higher lying soils. Repeated
deposition of soil material has altered the vegetative cover
somewhat . Permeability is moderate above the very gravelly
material, but the gravel restricts the root zone. The
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water-holding capacity is low. Natural fertility is low. Rainfall
amounts to 10 to 16 inches annually, and the mean annual
temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is 200 to 217
days. Elevations range from 3,400 to 4,600 feet.

Dev soils are used for native pasture. The vegetation
consists mainly of alkali sacaton, vine-mesquite, blue grama,
tobosa, and buffalograss. Scattered desert willow and
Apache-plume grow in the drainageways.

Typical profile of Dev gravelly loam, on a 1 percent slope,
100 feet west and 50 feet north of the SE. corner of sec. 17, T.
18 S., R. 21 E.

Al -0 to 3 inches, grayish-brown (10YR 5/2) gravelly loam
very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) when moist; weak,
medium, platy structure to weak, fine, subangular
blocky; slightly hard when dry, friable when moist,
slightly sticky and nonplastic when wet; abundant fine
and medium roots; strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline;
abrupt boundary.

AC —3 to 15 inches, grayish-brown (10YR 5/2) gravelly
loam, very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) when moist;
weak, fine, subangular blocky structure. soft when dry,
friable when moist, slightly sticky and nonplastic when
wet; abundant fine and medium roots; common fine and
very fine pores; strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline;
gradual boundary.

C -15 to 60 inches, very gravelly loam; weak threads or
films of lime below a depth of 2 feet; coarse fragments
make up 60 to 90 percent of the horizon.

The thickness of the Al horizon ranges from 1 to 4 inches
and the gravel content, from 30 to 70 percent. The color is
within the 10YR hue but ranges from 4 to 5 in value. The AC
horizon ranges from 10 to 14 inches or more in thickness. Its
texture is similar to that of the surface layer. The color of the
AC horizon is within the 10YR hue but ranges from 2 to 3 in
chroma. A few seams of lime occur in the very gravelly and cobbly
material at a depth below 2 feet.

Dev soils are associated with Pima soils.

Dev-Pima complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes (DP).-The Dev and
Pima soils of this complex have the profile described as typical
of their respective series. Dev gravelly loam makes up about 50
to 65 percent of the acreage, and Pima silt loam makes up about
25 to 35 percent. Included in mapping were small areas of
alluvial soils. The included areas make up less than 15 percent
of the acreage.

This complex is used for native pasture. In places the soils
have been damaged by deposition of cobblestones and gravel and
the vegetation has been altered by water erosion. Good management
of the watershed and adjacent higher lying soils is needed to
check runoff after heavy rains. (Dryland capability unit VIe-1;
Bottomland range site)

Dune Land .

Dune land consists of mounds of wind-drifted sand that has
accumulated around vegetation. This land type is nearly level to
gently sloping and undulating. It occurs in the "Deep Sand
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Country" east of the Pecos River. Dunes cover about 60 percent of
the surface. They range from a few inches in height to about 6
feet. In the Eddy Area, Dune land is mapped only as a complex
with Berino and Pajarito soils. The soil material was probably
similar to that of those soils before it was so severely altered
by wind erosion.

The dunes are partly stabilized by vegetation, mainly
mesquite and scattered short and tall grasses and annuals. The
areas between dunes are nearly barren. They are subject to
continued severe erosion by both wind and water. Small blowouts
are common.

Dune land is difficult to traverse by ordinary means. There
is little or no water. Use is limited to grazing and wildlife
habitat.

Ector Series :

The Ector series consists of very shallow to shallow,
well-drained, calcareous, stony and extremely rocky soils that
are underlain by limestone. They generally occur as nearly level
to gently sloping areas on ridges or mesa tops and on steep side
slopes of mountains and hills. Most of the acreage is in the
western part of the Area.

Soils of the Ector series typically have a surface layer of
grayish-brown stony loam about 1 inch thick. The next layer,
about 5 inches thick, consists of dark-brown stony loam. The
underlying limestone is exposed in many places.

These soils are subject to water erosion if the vegetative
cover 1is destroyed, but the many stones and rock outcrops help to
stabilize them in nearly level to gently sloping areas. There is
little or no surface water, except for brief periods after the
infrequent heavy rains. Runoff is rapid after the soils become
saturated. Permeability is moderate, and the water-holding
capacity is very low to low. Rainfall amounts to 10 to 18 inches
annually, and the mean annual temperature is 58° to 62° F. The
frost-free season is 195 to 210 days. Elevations range from 3,300
to 4,800 feet.

Ector soils are used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. They are productive if there is enough moisture. The
vegetation consists mainly of black grama, blue grama, hairy
grama, beargrass, tobosa, sotol, agave, ocotillo, snakeweed,
tarbush, and yucca. Juniper grows at the higher elevations.

Typical profile of Ector stony loam, on a 3 percent slope,
120 feet west of the gquarter corner between sections 6 and 7, in
sec. 7, T. 22 S§., R. 26 E.

Al —0 to 1 inch, grayish-brown (10YR 5/2) stony loam, very
dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) when moist; moderate,
thin, platy structure; soft when dry, friable when
moist, slightly sticky and slightly plastic when wet;
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt, smooth
boundary.

AC -1 to 6 inches, dark-brown (7.5YR 4/2) stony loam, dark
brown (7.5YR 3/2) when moist; moderate, medium,
granular structure; slightly hard when dry, friable
when moist, slightly sticky and slightly plastic when
wet; strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt,
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irregular boundary.

R —6 inches, light-colored limestone bedrock.

The thickness of the Al horizon ranges from 1 to 4 inches.
The color ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 5 to 6 in value,
and from 2 to 4 in chroma. The AC horizon is slightly darker or
slightly lighter colored than the surface layer in places. It
ranges from 2 to 14 inches in thickness. The depth to bedrock
ranges from 1 to 18 inches.

Ector soils are associated with Reagan and Russler soils
and with Limestone rock land.

Ector stony loam, 0 to 9 percent slopes (EC).-This soil has
the profile (fig. 13) described as typical of the series. It is
extensive in the hills and mountains in the western part of the
Area. Included in mapping were areas of shallow to moderately
deep soils in swales and the deeper drainageways. These soils
make up less than 10 percent of the acreage. Limestone crops out
in places. Small potholes, generally less than 2 acres in size,
occur in the Bogle Flats area. The potholes make up less than 1
percent of the acreage. They are significant stock-watering
places after the periodic heavy rains.

This is a fertile soil, but it is limited by shallowness
over limestone bedrock and the density of stones and rock
outcrops. The water-holding capacity is generally very low. The
erosion hazard is severe if the vegetative cover is seriously
depleted by overgrazing or trampling.

This soil is used for native pasture and wildlife habitat.
Good management is needed to check erosion.

Reestablishment of native grasses is difficult because
rainfall is undependable. (Dryland capability unit VIIs-5;
Limestone Hills range site)

Ector extremely rocky loam, 9 to 25 percent slopes
(EE) .—This soil occurs on rolling to hilly uplands. It is
extensive in the western part of the Area. Exposed bedrock and
catsteps cover 20 to 50 percent of the surface. The rock outcrops
keep the soil relatively stable. Vertical and horizontal cracks
in the bedrock are numerous. Included in mapping were pockets of
Ector stony loam O to 9 percent slopes, between the rock
outcrops. Also included were rocky areas where vertical cliffs
are common. The included areas make up less than 15 percent of
the acreage.

This soil absorbs water readily, but the water-holding
capacity is very low to low. Runoff is rapid after the soil
becomes saturated. Surface water is generally lacking, but there
are a few seeps and low-yielding springs in canyons.

This soil is suited to native pasture and wildlife habitat.
Good management is needed to maintain a cover of vegetation that
will adequately control water erosion. Revegetation is difficult
because rainfall is undependable. (Dryland capability unit VIIs
5; Limestone Hills range site)

Ector-Reagan association, O to 9 percent slopes (ER).— This
soll association occurs in a regular pattern along the contact
zone between limestone uplands and lower lying, broad alluvial
plains or fans. It is in the western part of the survey Area.
Ector stony loam, O to 9 percent slopes, makes up about 50 to 80
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percent of the acreage, and Reagan loam, O to 3 percent slopes,
about 15 to 40 percent. Included in mapping were areas of Upton
gravelly locam, O to 9 percent slopes, and of Pima silt loam, O to
1 percent slopes. The included areas make up less than 10 percent
of the acreage.

The Ector soil is the least productive of these soils. The
Reagan soil produces more forage than the other soils, but it is
subject to water erosion if the vegetative cover is seriously
depleted. Runoff is rapid from the Ector soil after heavy
rainfall, and good management is needed to check erosion.
Revegetation is difficult because rainfall is undependable.

All the acreage is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. (Ector soil is in dryland capability unit VIIs-5 and
Limestone Hills range site; Reagan soil is in dryland capability
unit VIs-4 and Loamy range site)

Gypsum Land

Gypsum land (GA) consists of very steep and steep, broken,
or eroded exposures of gypsiferous rocks and earths and very
shallow soils. It is difficult to cross by ordinary means. Most
of the acreage is near the Texas State line along breaks leading
to the Black River, and in the vicinity of the eastern side of
Lake McMillan. The areas are associated with Cottonwood and
Reeves soils. Included in mapping were areas of Cottonwood loam,
O to 3 percent slopes. The included areas make up less than 15
percent of the acreage.

The gypsiferous materials range from white, chalky earths to
hard, light-colored, crystalline gypsum rocks. There are pockets
of soil material as much as 10 inches thick. Fine to coarse
gypsum crystals are common on the surface of barren areas.

Surface runoff is rapid to very rapid. The water-holding
capacity is very low. The soil material is well drained, but very
droughty and saline. Plant roots are limited by the salinity of
the gypsiferous material close to the surface. The vegetation
consists of a sparse cover of gyp grama, soaptree yucca, gyp
grass, coldenia, and broom snakeweed. Good management 1is needed
to maintain a cover of vegetation.

Gypsum land is used for wildlife habitat and for limited
grazing. Forage production on this land type is among the lowest
in the survey Area. (Dryland capability unit VIIs-2; Gyp Hills
range site)

Gypsum land-Cottonwood complex, O to 3 percent slopes (GC,
Gs) .—This complex (fig. 14) consists of barren, gypsiferous rocks
and very shallow soils. Gypsum land makes up about 50 to 70
percent of the acreage, and Cottonwood loam, about 20 to 40
percent. Sinkholes are common, but they do not contain water.
This complex occurs on Uplands in the central part of the survey
Area. Most of the acreage was mapped at low intensity. Some areas
of limestone outcrop near Lake McMillan and northeast of Artesia
were 1included in the low-intensity survey. The areas within the
high-intensity survey include areas of Reeves loam, O to 3
percent slopes. The included areas make up less than 10 percent
of the acreage.

The Cottonwood soil in this complex has the profile
described for the Cottonwood series.
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This complex is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. Good management is needed to prevent overgrazing and to
check erosion. Revegetation is difficult because rainfall is
undependable. (Dryland capability unit VIIs-3; Gyp Flats range
site)

Gypsum land-Reeves complex, O to 3 percent slopes, eroded
(GR) .—Gypsum land makes up about 50 to 60 percent of this
complex, and Reeves sandy loam, about 30 to 40 percent. Included
in mapping were areas of Reagan loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes, and
of Pajarito-Dune land complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes. The
included areas make up less than 10 percent of the acreage.

The Reeves soil in this complex consists of sandy loam to a
depth of about 14 inches.

Windblown sand from adjoining sandy soils has greatly
altered the surface of these areas. Low sand dunes or hummocks
less than 3 feet in height have formed around mesquite bushes and
other woody plants. Many areas between hummocks are nearly
barren.

These soils are very droughty. The water-holding capacity is
low to very low. Permeability is rapid in the surface layer of
the soils and in the low dunes.

This complex is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. Good management is needed to check wind erosion.
Revegetation is difficult because rainfall is undependable.
Forage production is among the lowest in the survey Area. Gypsum
land is in dryland capability unit VIIs-3 and Gyp Flats range

site; Reeves soil is in dryland capability unit VIe-2 and Sandy
range site)
Harkey Series

The Harkey series consists of deep, well-drained, strongly
calcareous, moderately dark colored soils that developed in mixed
alluvium. These soils occur on low terraces on flood plains of
major streams. They are naturally free of salts, except in areas
adjacent to Lake McMillan and the Pecos River. In these areas the
water table is at a depth of less than 5 feet part of the year.

In cultivated areas, soils of the Harkey series typically
have a surface layer of brown very fine sandy loam 9 inches
thick. In uncultivated areas, this layer is slightly lighter
colored and contains less organic matter. The next layer, to a
depth of more than 50 inches, is brown loam or very fine sandy
loam.

These soils are uneroded or only slightly eroded. They are
moderately fertile and have a low content of organic matter.
Permeability is moderate, and the water-holding capacity is high.
Rainfall amounts to 10 to 11 inches annually, and the mean annual
temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is 210 to 220
days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 3,400 feet.

Harkey soils are used for irrigated crops, native pasture,
and wildlife habitat. The vegetation consists mainly of black
grama, blue grama, tobosa, and vine-mesquite. In areas affected
by salts and that have a fluctuating water table, the vegetation
is mainly alkali sacaton, inland saltgrass, four-wing saltbush,
and saltcedar.

Typical profile of Harkey very fine sandy loam, 150 feet
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northeast of the SW. corner of NWYSEY% sec. 24. T. 22 S., R. 27 E.

Ap -0 to 9 inches, brown (10YR 5/3) very fine sandy loam,
dark brown (10YR 3/3) when moist; massive; slightly
hard when dry, very friable when moist; nonsticky and
nonplastic when wet; strongly calcareous; mildly
alkaline; abrupt wavy boundary.

AC —9 to 14 inches, light-brown (7.5YR 6/4) very fine
sandy loam, brown (7.5YR 4/4) when moist; very weak,
coarse, prismatic structure to massive; slightly hard
when dry, very friable when moist, nonsticky when wet;
few, fine, prominent seams of lime; few fine crystals
of gypsum or salts, these most abundant in plowpan;
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline ; clear, smooth
boundary.

C1 —14 to 30 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/4) very fine sandy
loam, dark brown (7.5YR 4/4) when moist; very coarse,
prismatic structure; soft when dry, very friable when
moist, nonsticky when wet; few, fine, prominent seams
of lime; few fine crystals of gypsum or salts; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt, wavy boundary.

Cc2 —30 to 37 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/4) loam, dark brown
(7.5YR 4/4) when moist; massive; slightly hard when
dry, friable when moist, nonsticky when wet; few, fine
to medium, distinct mottles of lime; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; clear, smooth boundary.

C3 —37 to 51 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/4) loam, dark brown
(7.5YR 4/4) when moist; massive; soft when dry, very
friable when moist, nonsticky when wet; strongly
calcareous; gradual, smooth boundary.

C4 -51 to 87 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/4) silt loam, dark
brown ( 7.5YR 4/4 ) when moist; massive; slightly hard
when dry, friable when moist; strongly calcareous;
moderately alkaline.

The thickness of the Ap horizon ranges from 7 to 10 inches.

The color ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 5 to 6 in value,
and from 3 to 6 in chroma. The texture includes very fine sandy
loam, loam, and sandy loam. The thickness of the AC horizon
ranges from 5 to 13 inches. The color is lighter than that of the
surface horizon. The texture is dominantly loam to light clay
loam but includes very fine sandy loam. In places there are
strata, generally less than 6 inches thick, of material ranging
from sandy loam to light sandy clay loam. A few coarse fragments
occur in some profiles.

Harkey soils are associated with Anthony and Arno soils
and with the gray variant of Pima soils.

Harkey sandy loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (Ha).—-Except for
the texture of the surface layer, this soil has a profile similar
to that described as typical of the series. It occurs on low
terraces along the Pecos River, mainly in the Carlsbad area.
Included in mapping were areas of Anthony sandy loam, 0 to 1
percent slopes, which make up less than 5 percent of the acreage,
and a small area of Harkey sandy loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes.

This soil is less productive than Harkey very fine sandy
loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes. It is subject to moderate wind and
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watexr erosion, and careful management of both soil and irrigation
water is needed. The waterholding capacity is moderate in the
surface layer, but it is high in the subsoil and substratum. The
water-intake rate is moderately rapid.

This soil is used for irrigated crops, native pasture, and
wildlife habitat. (Irrigated capability unit IIe-4; dryland
capability unit VIIe-2; Sandy range site)

Harkey very fine sandy loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (Hk).-
This soil has the profile described as typical of the series. It
occurs on low terraces of the Pecos, Penasco, and Black Rivers.
Included in mapping were areas of Anthony and Arno soils and of
Pima clay loam, gray variant, 0 to 1 percent slopes. The included
areas make up less than 5 percent of the acreage.

This soil is used for irrigated crops, native pasture, and
wildlife habitat. It is suited to all the crops grown in the
Area. (Irrigated capability unit IIs-2; dryland capability unit
VIs-4; Loamy range site)

Karro Series

The Karro series consists of light-colored, strongly
calcareous, loamy soils that developed in deep, old alluvium
derived from calcareous, sedimentary rocks. These soils are
enriched by lime absorbed from ground water or left by runoff
from adjacent limy uplands. .

Soils of the Karro series typically have a surface layer of
light brownish-gray loam about 10 inches thick. The next layer,
about 10 inches thick, consists of very pale brown loam. The
substratum is very pale brown and pink clay loam that extends to
a depth of more than 60 inches. Calcium carbonate has accumulated
at a depth of about 46 inches. :

Karro soils are nearly level. They occur on uplands near
Artesia, Malaga, and Black River Village. Rainfall amounts to 10
to I4 inches annually, and the mean annual temperature is 60° to
64° F. The frost-free season is 210 to 220 days. Elevations range
from 3,000 to 3,800 feet.

These soils are highly susceptible to wind erosion if the
plant cover 1s seriously depleted or if cultivated areas are left
bare. The surface crusts readily, and the crust impedes seedling
emergence. Permeability is moderate. The water-holding capacity
is high. The organic-matter content is low.

Karro soils are used for native pasture, irrigated crops,
and wildlife habitat. The vegetation consists mainly of blue
grama, tobosa, sand dropseed, three-awn, broom snakeweed, and
yucca. Chlorosis, a yellowing of leaveg caused by an iron
deficiency that inhibits growth, affects many kinds of plants
grown on these soils, especially grain sorghum, cotton,
bermudagrass, and cottonwood trees. A zinc deficiency affects
alfalfa.

Typical profile of Karro loam, near the center of the
eastern half of NWYSEY sec. 7, T. 24 S§., R. 28 E.

Ap -0 to 10 inches, light brownish-gray (10YR 6/2) loam,
dark grayish brown (10YR 4/2) when moist; massive.
slightly hard when dry, friable when moist, slightly
sticky when wet; common very fine and fine pores;
plentiful very fine, fine, and medium roots; strongly
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calcareous; moderately alkaline; clear boundary.

AC -10 to 20 inches, very pale brown (10YR 7/3) loam,
brown (10YR 4/3) when moist; massive; slightly hard
when dry, friable when moist, slightly sticky when wet;
common very fine and fine pores; plentiful very fine
and fine roots; few prominent seams of lime; strongly
calcareous; moderately alkaline; clear boundary.

C1 —20 to 46 inches, very pale brown (10YR 7/3) clay loam,
light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) when moist; massive;
slightly hard when dry, friable when moist, slightly
sticky when wet; common very fine and fine pores;
plentiful very fine and fine roots; seams of lime;
strongly calcareous; moderately alkaline. gradual
boundary.

C2ca -46 to 60 inches, pink (7.5YR 8/4) clay loam, light
brown (7.5YR 6/4) when moist; massive; slightly hard
when dry, friable when moist, sticky when wet; common
very fine and fine pores; few very fine roots;
disseminated lime; strongly calcareous; moderately
alkaline; gradual boundary.

C3ca -60 to 90 inches, pink (7.5YR 8/4) clay loam, light
brown ( T.5YR 6/4 ) when moist . massive r slightly hard when
dry, friable when moist, sticky when wet; common very fine and
fine pores r distinct disseminated lime r strongly calcareous,
moderately alkaline; gradual boundary.

The thickness of the Ap horizon ranges from 6 to 12 inches.
The texture is loam or fine sandy loam in the upper most few
inches and loam in the lower part. The color of the A and AC
horizons is within the 10YR hue. It ranges from 6 to 7 in value
and from 2 to 3 in chroma. The thickness of the Cl horizon ranges
from 12 to 26 inches. The color is within the 10YR truer It
ranges from 6 to 7 in value and from 3 to 4 in chroma. The
texture ranges from loam to clay loam. The color of the Cca
horizon ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 6 to 8 in value,
and from 3 to 4 in chroma. The texture ranges from loam to clay
loam. This horizon is slightly hard to very hard and marry when
dry.

Karro soils are associated with Reeves soils.

Karro fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes, eroded
(KA) .—The surface layer of this soil has been eroded by wind.
Except for the texture of the surface layer, the profile is
similar to the one described as typical of the series. In places
the subsoil of dry, hard loam is exposed. Included in mapping
were areas of Reagan and Russler soils, which make up less than 5
percent of the acreage. Also included were areas of deep, sandy,
windblown soils, which make up less than 10 percent of the
acreage.

Rounded hummocks of loamy fine sand or fine sandy loam, 1 to
3 feet high and generally 4 to 10 feet wide at the base, are
characteristic of this soil. These hummocks have formed around
woody plants, such as mesquite and creosotebush, and each
windstorm either adds sand or takes some away. The areas between
hummocks, which are nearly bare of vegetation, make up about 60
to 75 percent of the acreage. Desert pavement is thinly scattered
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between the hummocks. The surface layer of the soil is thicker
adjacent to the hummocks.

The water-intake rate is rapid, and permeability is
moderate. The water-holding capacity is moderate in the surface
layer, but it is high in the subsoil.

This soil is used for native pasture and wildlife habitat.
The reestablishment of desirable native species is difficult
because rainfall is scanty and unpredictable. (Dryland capability
unit VIIe-2; Sandy range site)

Karro loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes (KL).—This soil has a high
content of lime. Included in mapping were small areas of Reeves
soils, which make up less than 15 percent of the acreage.

This soil is highly susceptible to wind and water erosion if
the vegetative cover is seriously depleted. The "water-holding
capacity is high, and permeability is moderate.

This soil is used for native pasture and wildlife habitat.
The reestablishment of desirable species of forage is difficult
because rainfall is scanty and unpredictable. (Dryland capability
unit VIIe-2; Sandy range site)

Karro loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (Kr).—This soil has the profile
described as typical of the series. Included in mapping were
areas of Reeves soils, which make up less than 5 percent of the
acreage. _

This soil is moderately fertile, but productivity is
restricted by the high content of lime. Most of the acreage is
irrigated, and nearly all of the irrigated acreage has been
leveled to a grade of less them 0.3 percent. Deep-rooted crops
are suitable. Small areas are used for native pasture and
wildlife habitat. (Irrigated capability unit IIs-13 ; dryland
capability unit VIIe-2 ; Sandy range site)

Karro loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes (Ku).—This soil is
adjacent to Karro loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes. It is on
relatively short side slopes along drainageways. Included in
mapping were areas of Karro loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes, and of
Reeves loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes, which make up less them 5
percent of the acreage.

This soil is susceptible to water erosion. It is used mainly
for irrigated crops. Most of it has been bench leveled to grades
of 0.2 to 0.3 percent. The surface layer has been severely cut or
filled in the leveling operation. Small areas of this soil are
used for native pasture and wildlife habitat. (Irrigated
capability unit IIe-2; dryland capability unit VIIe-2; Sandy
range site)

Karro loam, saline, 0 to 1 percent slopes {Kv).—Except for
its greater content of salt, this soil has a profile similar to
that described as typical of the series. Seepage from adjoining
uplands or impeded surface drainage has brought about moderate to
strong salinity. Included in mapping were areas of Reeves loam,
saline, 0 to 1 percent slopes, which make up less than 10 percent
of the acreage.

This soil is highly susceptible to wind erosion when the
seedbed is being prepared. It is cloddy when plowed. The surface
crusts readily, and time crust impedes emergence of seedlings.

This soil is used for irrigated crops, native pasture, and
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wildlife habitat. (Irrigated capability unit IIIs-6; dryland
capability unit VIs-2; Salt Flats range site)
Kermit Series

The Kermit series consists of deep, light-colored,
noncalcareous, excessively drained loose sands. The surface is
undulating to billowy, and stabilized dunes rise 3 to 15 feet or
more. Most of the fine particles have been winnowed out and blown
away. The soil material resists weathering, and the areas have a
uniform appearance. In the Eddy Area, Kermit soils are mapped
only with Berino soils. They occur throughout the eastern part of
the Area.

Soils of the Kermit series typically have a surface layer of
yellowish-red fine sand about ’'7 inches thick. Below this is
yellowish red fine sand t,o a depth of more than 5 feet.

Kermit soils are slightly to moderately eroded. Permeability
is very rapid, and the water-holding capacity is low. The
organic-matter content is low. Rainfall amounts to 10 to 14
inches annually, and the mean annual temperature is 60° to 64° F.
The frost-free season is 210 to 220 days. Elevations range from
3.100 to 3,500 feet.

Kermit soils are used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. They are productive if there is enough moisture.
Revegetation is difficult once the plant cover is lost, because
rainfall is undependable. Surface water is lacking. These soils
are difficult to cross by ordinary means.

Typical profile of Kermit fine sand, near the center of sec.
i, T. 21 S., R. 29 E.

Al -0 to 7 inches, yellowish-red (5YR 5/6) fine sand,
reddish brown (5YR 4/4) when moist; single grain; loose
when dry and moist, nonsticky when wet; noncalcareous;
neutral; clear, smooth boundary.

C —7 to 60 inches, yellowish-red (5YR 5/6) fine sand,
reddish brown (5YR 4/4) when moist; single grain; locose
when dry and moist, nonsticky when wet; noncalcareous;
neutral.

The Al horizon ranges from 1 to 8 inches in thickness.

Its color ranges from 10YR to 5YR in hue, from 5 to 6 in
value, and from 3 to 6 in chroma. The C horizon ranges

from 3 to more than 5 feet in thickness. Its color is slightly
lighter than that of the surface layer.

Kermit soils are associated with Berino soils.

Kermit-Berino fine sands, 0 to 3 percent slopes (KM).— The
Kermit and Berino soils of this complex have the profile
described as typical of their respective series. Kermit fine sand
makes up about 40 to 60 percent of the acreage, and Berino fine
sand, 30 to 40 percent. Included in mapping were areas of Active
dune land and Dune land. These areas make up less than 20 percent
of the acreage.

All of the acreage is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. The soils are productive if there is enough moisture.
They are highly susceptible to wind erosion, and good management
is needed to maintain a cover of vegetation. (Dryland capability
unit VIIe-3 ; Kermit soil is in Sand Hills range site; Berino
soil is in Deep Sand range site)



Kimbrough Series

The Kimbrough series consists of moderately dark colored,
well-drained, noncalcareous to weakly calcareous soils that are
shallow or very shallow over fractured, platy, indurated caliche.
These soils occur on the High Plains, in the northeastern part of
the survey Area. They are nearly level to gently sloping.

Soils of the Kimbrough series typically have a surface layer
of dark grayish-brown to dark-brown loam about 7 inches thick.
The next layer, about 2 inches thick, consists of brown loam
enriched with calcium carbonate. Fractured, platy, indurated
caliche begins at a depth below about 9 inches.

These soils are uneroded or only slightly eroded.
Permeability is moderate, and the water-holding capacity is very
low. Runoff is slow. The organic-matter content is moderate.
Rainfall amounts to 10 to 16 inches annually, and the mean annual
temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is 195 to 210
days. Elevations range from 4,200 to 4,500 feet.

Kimbrough soils are fertile. They are used for native
pasture and wildlife habitat. The vegetation is mainly black
grama, blue grama, side-ocats grama, tobosa, broom snakeweed, and
mesquite. Oilfields have been extensively developed in these
areas.

Typical profile of Kimbrough loam, 60 feet south and 40 feet
west of the quarter corner between sections 13 and 24, in
sec.24,T.16 S.,R.31 E.

All -0 to 3 inches, dark grayish-brown (10YR 4/2) loam,
very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) when moist; weak,
thin, platy structure to moderate, fine, granular; hard
when dry, friable when moist, slightly sticky and
slightly plastic when wet; noncalcareous; neutral;
abrupt, smooth boundary.

Al2 -3 to 7 inches, dark-brown (7.5YR 4/3) loam dark brown
(7.5YR 3/2) when moist; weak, medium to fine,
subangular blocky structure; very hard when dry,
friable when moist, sticky and slightly plastic when
wet; slightly calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt,
smooth boundary.

Clca —7 to 9 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/3) loam, dark brown
(7.5YR 3/3) when moist; weak, fine, subangular blocky
structure; slightly hard when dry, friable when moist,
slightly sticky and slightly plastic when wet; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt, smooth boundary.

C2cam—9 inches, white, fractured, platy, indurated caliche.

The combined thickness of the All and Al2 horizons ranges
from 2 to 10 inches. The color ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue,
from 4 to 5 in value, and from 2 to 3 in chroma. The Cca horizon
does not occur in all profiles. If it is present, it is as much
as 5 inches thick. Its color is lighter in value and higher in
chroma than that of the All horizon. The depth to fractured,
layered, indurated caliche ranges from 2 to 15 inches. Large
fragments of indurated caliche occur in some profiles.

Kimbrough soils are associated with Stegall and Potter
soils.

Kimbrough lcam, 0 to 3 percent slopes (KO).—-This soil has
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the profile described as typical of the Kimbrough series. It
occurs on uplands in the northeastern part of the Area. Included
in mapping were areas of Stegall clay loam, 0 to 1 percent
slopes, and small playas. The included soils make up less than 15
percent of the acreage.

Permeability is moderate, and the water-holding capacity is
very low. Runoff is slow. This soil is fertile, but it is
droughty and its usefulness is limited by shallowness over
caliche. It is used for native pasture. (Dryland capability unit
VIIs-1; Shallow range site)

Kimbrough-Stegall complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes (KS).-The
Kimbrough and Stegall soils of this complex have the profile
described as typical of their respective series. Kimbrough loam
makes up 75 to 85 percent of the acreage, and Stegall clay loam,
15 to 20 percent. Small playas, or sinkholes, dot the area. In
most places there are about two sinkholes in each section.
Included in mapping were areas of moderately deep loams and deep
clay loams in swales and sinkholes. The included areas make up
less than 15 percent of the acreage.

The Kimbrough soil occupies the higher part of the
landscape. It is less productive than the Stegall soil.

The Stegall soil occurs in swales and depressions. It is
subject to periodic flooding and is easily eroded by water if the
vegetative cover is seriously depleted. Reestablishment of
desirable forage species is difficult, because temperatures are
high and rainfall is undependable.

This complex is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. The sinkholes fill up with water after heavy rains and
are a source of stock water for brief periods. Kimbrough soil is
in dryland capability unit VIIs-1 and Shallow range site; Stegall
soill is in dryland capability unit VIs-4 and Clayey range site)

Kimbrough-Stegall loams, 0 to 3 percent slopes (KT).— The
Kimbrough soil of this complex has the profile described as
typical of the series. Kimbrough loam makes up about 60 to 80
percent of the acreage, and Stegall loam, 15 to 35 percent. Small
playas, or sinkholes, dot the area. In most places there are
about two sinkholes in each section. Included in mapping were
areas of moderately deep loams and deep silty clay loams and
areas of Simona soils. The included soils make up less than 10
percent of the acreage.

The Kimbrough soil occupies the higher part of the
landscape. It is less productive than the Stegall soil.

The Stegall soil occurs in swales and depressions. It has a
surface layer of brown to dark-brown loam about 5 inches thick.
The subsoil is about 23 inches thick. The upper part is
dark-brown to brown clay loam, and the lower part is
reddish-brown sandy clay loam that is enriched by calcium
carbonate. The underlying caliche is fractured, platy, and
indurated.

The Stegall soil is subject to periodic flooding. It is
easily eroded by water if the vegetative cover is seriously
depleted. Reestablishment of desirable forage species is
difficult because temperatures are high and rainfall is
undependable.
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This complex is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. The sinkholes f£ill up with water after heavy rains and
are a source of stock water for brief periods. (Kimbrough soil is
in dryland capability unit VIIs-1 and Shallow range site; Stegall
soil is in dryland capability unit VIs-1 and Bottomland range
site) '

Largo Series

The Largo series consists of deep, reddish-brown,
calcareous, gently sloping soils that developed in alluvium
derived from upland sedimentary material. These soils occur on
alluvial fans. They are scattered throughout the eastern part of
the Area.

Soils of the Largo series typically are reddish brown to a
depth of more than 60 inches. The uppermost part is loam about 4
inches thick, the middle part is silt loam to a depth of about 47
inches, and the lower part is loam.

These soils have been slightly eroded by water. Deep,
V-shaped gullies are common in the drainageways. Permeability is
moderate, and the water-holding capacity is high. Runoff is
medium. The organic-matter content is low, and fertility is
moderate. Rainfall amounts to 10 to 14 inches annually, and the
mean annual temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is
200 to 217 days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 4,200 feet.

Largo soils are used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. The vegetation consists of black grama, blue grama,
side-oats grama, tobosa, vine-mesquite, and creosotebush.

Typical profile of Largo loam, 1,730 feet north and 75 feet
west of the SE. corner of sec. 29, T. 16 S., R. 28 E.

Al -0 to 4 inches, reddish-brown (6YR 5/3) loam, dark
reddish brown (5YR 3/3) when moist; weak, medium, platy
structure in the uppermost 1 inch grading to weak,
medium and fine, subangular blocky; soft when dry,
friable when moist, slightly sticky and slightly
plastic when wet; many fine pores; plentiful fine and
medium roots; common faint seams of lime and few soft
concretions; strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline;
abrupt boundary.

AC -4 to 20 inches, reddish-brown (5YR 5/3) silt loam,
reddish brown (5YR 4/3) when moist; weak, coarse,
prismatic structure breaking to weak, coarse,
subangular blocky; slightly hard when dry, friable when
moist, sticky and plastic when wet; many fine and
medium pores; many very fine and fine roots; common
faint seams of lime and few soft concretions; few
limestone pebbles; strongly calcareocus; mildly
alkaline; gradual boundary.

C1 —20 to 47 inches, reddish-brown (5YR 5/4) sgilt loam,
reddish brown (5YR 4/4) when moist; weak, coarse,
subangular blocky structure; hard when dry, friable
when moist, sticky and plastic when wet; many fine and
medium pores; few very fine roots; strongly calcareous;
mildly alkaline; abrupt, wavy boundary.

IIC2 -47 to 65 inches +, reddish-brown (5YR 5/4) loam
reddish brown (5YR 4/4) when moist; massive; hard when
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dry, friable when moist, sticky and plastic when wet;
about 5 percent gravel; strongly calcareocus; mildly
alkaline.

The thickness of the Al horizon ranges from 3 to 6 inches.
The color ranges from 5YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 5 to 6 in value,
and from 3 to 6 in chroma. The texture includes very fine sandy
loam, loam, and silt loam. The thickness of the AC horizon ranges
from 4 to 20 inches. In places the color is higher in value and
chroma than that of the Al horizon. The texture ranges from very
fine sandy loam to silt loam. The color of the C horizon ranges
from 5YR to 2.5YR in hue, from 5 to 7 in value, and from 3 to 6
in chroma. The texture ranges from silt loam to loam and silty
clay loam. This horizon contains thin strata of fine sandy loam
and sandy clay loam, mixed with coarse fragments of caliche,
sandstone, limestone, shale, and siltstone. In some profiles
gravel 1s scattered throughout and makes up about 5 percent of
the soil mass.

Largo soils are associated with Stony land.

Largo loam, 1 to 5 percent slopes (LA).—-This soil has the
profile described as typical of the series. It occurs on up]and
alluvial fans in the eastern part of the Area. Included in
mapping were areas of Largo silt loam, overflow, 0 to 1 percent
slopes, and areas of Pajarito soils. The included areas make up
less than 15 percent of the acreage.

This soil is slightly eroded. It is subject to water erosion
if the vegetative cover is depleted, and good management is
needed. In most of the drainageways, a large V-shaped gully
occurs midway in the channel.

This soil is used for native pasture and wildlife habitat.
It is fertile, and there are no root restrictions. (Dryland
capability unit VIe-1 ; Loamy range site)

Largo silt loam, overflow, 0 to 1 percent slopes (LG).— This
soil occurs on bottom lands throughout the central part of the
Area. The surface layer consists of reddish-brown silt loam about
6 inches thick. The next layer, which extends to a depth of more
than 60 inches, is stratified reddish-brown silt loam and silty
clay loam. Included in mapping were areas of Largo loam, 1 to S
percent slopes, and of Pajarito soils. The included areas make up
less than 15 percent of the acreage.

This soil is subject to water erosion if the vegetative
cover is depleted. Permeability is moderately slow below the
surface layer.

This soil is used for native pasture and wildlife habitat.
It is fertile, and there are no root restrictions. (Dryland
capability unit VIe-1 ; Bottomland range site)

Largo-Stony land complex, 0 to 25 percent slopes (LN).-The
Largo soil in this complex has the profile described as typical
of the series. Largo loam, 1 to 5 percent slopes, makes up 30 to
50 percent of the acreage, and Stony land, 30 to 50 percent.
Included in mapping were areas of other soils in approximately
the following percentages: Largo silt, loam, overflow, 0 to 1
percent slopes, and other soils in small, intermittent lakes,
less than 2 percent; Simona soils on ridgetops, about 15 percent;
and small, scattered areas of severely eroded Pajarito soils,
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less than 3 percent.

The Largo soil occurs on gently sloping alluvial fans in
valleys. It is subject to water erosion. Runoff is slow.

Stony land occurs in the general vicinity of Dog Canyon Draw
and along the eastern side of Lake McMillan. It consists of
steep, extremely dissected or gullied areas on ridges, breaks,
and hillsides. Highly fractured, thin-bedded limestone,
sandstone, siltstone, shale, and gypsiferous rock are exposed.
There is little or no soil material. Stony land is droughty, and
runoff 1is rapid. It produces little forage.

This complex is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. (Largo soil is in dryland capability unit VIs-4 and
Loamy range site; Stony land is in dryland capability unit VIIs-4
and Hills and Breaks range site)

Likes Series :

The Likes series consists of gently sloping, somewhat
excessively drained, moderately dark colored, calcareous soils
that developed in deep alluvial and colluvial material derived
from High Plains sediments. These soils occur on fans below
escarpments and breaks in the northeastern part of the Area.

Likes soils typically have a surface layer of brown loamy
fine sand about 12 inches thick. The underlying material, to a
depth of 60 inches or more, is pale-brown loamy fine sand that
has been enriched by calcium carbonate.

These soils are highly susceptible to wind and water
erosion. Rills and gullies and low hummocks of sand are common.
Erosion is more severe if the vegetative cover is depleted.
Runoff from adjoining uplands is rapid. Permeability is rapid,
and the water-intake rate is high. Nearly all the moisture that
falls soaks in, but the waterholding capacity is low. Rainfall
amounts to 10 to 15 inches annually, and the mean annual
temperature 1s 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is 200 to 217
days. Elevations range from 3,300 to 4,200 feet.

Likes soils are used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. They are productive if the moisture supply is
sufficient. Revegetation is extremely difficult because rainfall
is undependable. Surface water is lacking, except for brief
periods after the infrequent heavy rains. The vegetation consists
of side-oats grama, black grama, sand bluestem, three-awn, broom
snakeweed, mesquite, and yucca.

Typical profile of Likes loamy fine sand, 1,980 feet west of
the NE. corner of sec. 36, T. 16 S., R. 31 E.

Al -0 to 12 inches, brown (10YR 4/3) loamy line sand, dark
brown (10YR 3/3) when moist; single grain; loose when
dry or moist, nonsticky and nonplastic when wet; very
porous; noncalcareous to slightly calcareous; neutral
to mildly alkaline; few, fine, soft and hard
concretions of lime; clear boundary.

Clca —12 to 24 inches, pale-brown (10YR 6/3) loamy fine
sand, brown (10YR 4/3) when moist; weak, medium,
granular structure; soft when dry, very friable when
moist, nonsticky and nonplastic when wet; very porous;
few lime concretions, ¥ to ¥ inch in size; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual boundary.
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C2ca —24 to 60 inches, pale-brown (10YR 6/3) loamy fine
sand, brown (10YR 5/3) when moist; massive; soft when
dry, very friable when moist, nonsticky and nonplastic
when wet; very porous; many fine and coarse lime
concretions; strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline.

The thickness of the Al horizon ranges from 10 to 18 inches.

The color ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 4 to 6 in value,
and from 2 to 3 in chroma. The texture of both the Al and Cca
horizons ranges from loamy fine sand to fine sand.

Likes soils are associated with Mobeetie soils and with
Stony and Rough broken land.

Likes loamy fine sand, 1 to 5 percent slopes (LS).-This soil
has the profile described as typical of the Likes series.
Included in mapping were small areas of Mobeetie fine sandy loam,
1 to 5 percent slopes. The Mobeetie soil makes up less than 15
percent of the acreage.

This soil is slightly to moderately eroded. Rills and
gullies are common, and the surface is billowy. Hummocks range
from 1 to 3 feet in height in some places. In most areas the
surface layer is stabilized by mesquite and other woody plants.
The hazard of wind erosion is severe if the vegetative cover is
depleted.

This soil is used for native pasture and wildlife habitat.
It is productive if there is enough moisture. (Dryland capability
unit VIIe-1 ; Deep Sand range site)

Limestone Rock Land

Limestone rock land (LT) occurs as areas 160 to 2,000 acres
or more in size, along primary and secondary drainageways in the
western part of the survey Area. It consists of steep to very
steep canyon walls and escarpments. The bedrock is mainly
thin-bedded limestone, but there is some sandstone, siltstone,
and shale. The rocks have been highly dissected by stream
erosion. Natural caves occur in places. Outcrops cover 60 to 90
percent of the surface. Small accumulations of mixed alluvial and
colluvial debris occur at the base of slopes and at the bottom of
narrow valleys. Most drainageways are intermittent stream
channels. The soil material, wherever it occurs, is stony or
rocky loam. Little or none clings to the slopes. Included in
mapping were areas of Ector soils, with which this land type is
associated. Ector soils make up less than 15 percent of the
acreage.

Runoff is rapid to very rapid, and the water-holding
capacity is very low. There is little or no surface water.

Limestone rock land is used for wildlife habitat and for
limited grazing. The vegetation consists mainly of grama grasses,
sotol, agave, cactus, ocotillo, and algerita. Scattered juniper,
pinyon, and mahogany grow at the higher elevations, where
rainfall is slightly more plentiful. Plant roots are restricted
to the soil material between rocks and to small pockets of soil
on slopes. The areas are difficult to cross by ordinary means.
(Dryland capability unit VIIs-5; Limestone Hills range site)
Mobeetie Series

The Mobeetie series consists of deep, well-drained,
moderately dark colored, strongly calcareous soils that developed
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in fine sandy loam alluvium. These soils are gently sloping. They
occur on alluvial fans below the High Plains escarpment in the
northeastern part of the survey Area.

Soils of the Mobeetie series typically have a surface layer
of brown fine sandy loam about 5 inches thick. The subsoil and
substratum are nearly the same color and texture as the surface
layer. They extend to a depth of more than 60 inches. The depth
to the zone of maximum accumulation of lime varies, but it is
generally 15 inches or more.

Runoff is slow. Permeability is moderately rapid, and the
water-holding capacity is moderately high. Most areas are
slightly to moderately eroded. A few deep gullies have formed as
a result of runoff from higher lying soils. Rainfall amounts to
10 to 15 inches annually, and the mean annual temperature is 60°
to 64° F. The frost-free season is 200 to 217 days. Elevations
range from 3,300 to 4,200 feet.

All the acreage is used for native pasture. The vegetation
consists of short grasses, mesquite, and other woody species.

Typical profile of Mobeetie fine sandy loam, 1,235 feet
south and 740 feet west of the NE. corner of sec. 26, T. 1l6 S.,
R. 31 E.

Al -O to 5 inches, brown (10YR 5/3) fine sandy lcocam, dark
brown (10YR 3/3) when moist; weak, medium, platy
structure in the uppermost inch, abruptly changing to
weak, coarse, subangular blocky structure; soft when
dry, very friable when moist, nonsticky and nonplastic
when wet; strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; clear,
smooth boundary.

B2 —5 to 10 inches, brown (10YR 5/3) fine sandy loam, dark
brown (10YR 4/3) when moist; weak, medium, subangular
blocky structure; slightly hard when dry, very friable
when moist; nonsticky and nonplastic when wet; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual, smooth boundary.

B3 —15 to 35 inches, dark grayish-brown (10YR 4/2) fine
sandy loam, dark brown (10YR 3/3) when moist; weak,
very coarse, subangular blocky structure to nearly
massive; hard when dry, very friable when moist,
slightly sticky and nonplastic when wet; common, faint,
fine veins and splotches of lime; strongly calcareous;
moderately alkaline; gradual, wavy boundary.

Clca —35 to 50 inches, grayish-brown (10YR 5/2) fine sandy
loam, dark brown to brown (10YR 4/3) when moist;
massive; very hard when dry, very friable when moist,
slightly sticky and nonplastic when wet; common, fine,
faint mycelia and splotches of lime; strongly
calcareous; moderately alkaline; gradual, wavy
boundary.

C2ca —50 to 86 inches, light-brown (7.5YR 6/3) fine sandy
loam; massive; very hard when dry, very friable when
moist, slightly sticky and nonplastic when wet; common,
fine, faint mycelia and splotches of lime; very
strongly calcareous; moderately alkaline.

The thickness of the Al and B2 horizons, together, ranges

from 8 to 20 inches. The color is light brownish gray to brown.
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It ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 5 to 6 in value, and
from 2 to 4 in chroma. The texture ranges from sandy loam to fine
sandy loam. The depth to the B3 horizon ranges from 8 to 20
inches.

Mobeetie soils are associated with Likes soils.

Mobeetie fine sandy loam, 1 to 5 percent slopes (MO).-This
soll has the profile described as typical of the Mobeetie series.
Included in mapping were areas of Simona, Likes, Pajarito, and
Berino soils. The included areas make up less than 30 percent of
the acreage.

This soil is subject to severe wind and water erosion if the
vegetation has been depleted. A few deep, narrow gullies have
formed where runoff from the highlands has eroded the soil on
slopes adjoining the High Plains escarpment.

This soil is used for native pasture. Its use is limited by
insufficient water. Most of the precipitation that falls soaks
in. (Dryland capability unit VIIe-2; Sandy range site)

Pajarito Series

The Pajarito series consists of deep, well-drained,
moderately dark colored, weakly calcareous to noncalcareous soils
that developed in wind-worked material and alluvium derived from
mixed, sandy sediments of the uplands. These soils occur in
drainageways or depressions scattered throughout the eastern part
of the survey Area.

Soils of the Pajarito series typically have a surface layer
of brown loamy fine sand about 9 inches thick. The subsoil is
brown fine sandy loam about 27 inches thick. The underlying
material consists of caliche and pockets of fine sandy loam soil
material.

These soilils are subject to continuing wind and water
erosion. If the vegetative cover is seriously depleted, the
erosion hazard is severe. The soils are difficult to revegetate
once the plant cover is lost, because rainfall is undependable.
They lack surface water, except for the runoff that collects
after the infrequent heavy rains. Nearly all the moisture that
falls soaks in. Permeability is moderately rapid, and the
water-holding capacity is moderate. Rainfall amounts to 10 to 15
inches annually, and the mean annual temperature is 60° to 64° F.
The frost-free season is 200 to 217 days. Elevations range from
3,000 to 4,200 feet. .

All the acreage is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. The soils are productive if there is enough moisture.
The vegetation consists mainly of four-wing saltbush, dropseeds,
sand bluestem, black grama, mesquite, broom snakeweed, and sand
sage.

Typical profile of a Pajarito loamy fine sand, 300 feet
south and 300 feet west of north quarter corner of sec. 28, T. 17
S., R. 31 E.

Al 0 to 9 inches, brown (7.5YR 6/4) loamy fine sand, dark
brown (7.5YR 4/4) when moist; massive to weak, medium,
granular structure; soft when dry, very friable when
moist, nonsticky and nonplastic when wet; noncalcareous
to slightly calcareous; mildly alkaline; clear, smooth
boundary.
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B21 -9 to 18 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/4) fine sandy loam dark
brown (7.5YR 4/4) when moist; weak, coarse, prismatic
structure; slightly hard when dry, very friable when
moist, nonsticky and nonplastic when wet; strongly
calcareous; moderately alkaline; gradual, wavy
boundary.

B22 18 to 36 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/4) when dry or moist
fine sandy loam; weak, coarse, prismatic structure;
slightly hard when dry, very friable when moist,
nonsticky and nonplastic when wet; few fragments of
caliche 1/2 inch in diameter; strongly calcareous;
moderately alkaline; clear, wavy boundary.

C —36 to 72 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/4) when dry or moist
fine sandy loam; massive; slightly hard when dry, very
friable when moist, nonsticky and nonplastic when wet;
2 percent of this horizon is lime-cemented concretions;
strongly calcareous; moderately alkaline.

The thickness of the A horizon ranges from 4 to 20 inches.

The color ranges from 7.5YR to 2.5YR in hue, from 4 to 6 in
value, and from 3 to 6 in chroma. The texture ranges from loamy
fine sand to fine sand in areas where the surface has been
reworked by wind. The texture of the B horizon ranges from loamy
fine sand to fine sandy loam. In places the color of the lower
part of the B horizon is higher in value and chroma than that of
the surface layer. The C horizon extends to a depth of more than
46 inches.

Pajarito soils are associated with Largo soils and with
Stony and Rough broken land.

Pajarito loamy fine sand, 0 to 3 percent slopes, eroded
(PA) .—This soil occupies the smoother, sandy areas in
drainageways or large depressions below escarpments. Included in
mapping were small areas of Berino and Wink soils, which make up
less than 15 percent of the acreage.

This soil has an overblown surface layer of yellowish-red:
slightly calcareous loamy fine sand. This layer is underlain by
yellowish-red, calcareous loamy fine sand about 13 inches thick.
Beneath this is yellowish-red to reddish-yellow fine sandy loam
that extends to a depth of more than 60 inches.

Wind erosion has altered this soil. The surface layer, 6 to
12 inches thick, is hummocky to billowy. The hummocks range from
1 to 3 feet in height.

Most of this soil has been stabilized by mesquite, sand
sage, and other vegetation. All the acreage is used for native
pasture. The soil is productive if there is enough moisture. The
hazard of wind erosion is severe if the plant cover is seriously
depleted. (Dryland capability unit VIIe-1; Deep Sand range site)

Pajarito-Dune land complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes (PD).-This
complex consists of deep, sandy soils and of Dune land. Pajarito
soils make up about 30 to 60 percent of the acreage, and Dune
Jand, about 30 to 60 percent. Except that the surface layer has
been eroded by wind, the Pajarito soil has a profile similar to
that described as typical of the series. Included in mapping were

small areas of Largo soils and of Rock land, which make up less
than 10 percent of the acreage.
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In places the surface layer of the Pajarito soil has been
removed by erosion, and the dry, slightly hard subsoil of fine
sandy loam is exposed. The surface layer is thicker adjacent to
the low, rounded sand dunes that are characteristic of this
complex. The dunes consist of fine sand. They are 3 to 6 feet
high and generally 8 to 25 feet wide at the base.

Erosion is active in these areas during windstorms. The
dunes have formed around woody plants, such as mesquite, and each
windstorm either adds sand or takes some away. Little or no
vegetation grows in the areas where the subsoil is exposed or
where the surface layer is very thin.

This complex is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. The soils have been damaged so severely by wind erosion,
however, that they produce only a limited amount of desirable
forage. (Dryland capability unit VIIe-1; Deep Sand range site)
Pima Series

The Pima series consists of deep, well-drained, moderately
dark colored, calcareous soils that developed in alluvium derived
from limestone. These soils occur on flood plains of narrow
drainageways. Most of the acreage is in the northwestern part of
the survey Area, but a smaller acreage is in the southeastern
part, west of the Black River.

Soils of the Pima series typically are light brownish-gray
silt loam in the upper 3 inches. Below this is brown or
light-brown silty clay loam that extends to a depth of 60 inches
or more.

These soils are subject to periodic flooding, and the
floodwaters leave a small amount of deposition. Gullies form if
the plant cover is seriously depleted. Irrigated areas need
protection.

Runoff is slow. Permeability is moderately slow in the
subsoil. The water-holding capacity is high. The effective
rooting depth is more than 60 inches. Rainfall amounts to 10 to
16 inches annually, and the mean annual temperature is 60° to 64°
F. The frost-free season is 195 to 210 days. Elevations range
from 3,900 to 4,200 feet.

Pima soils are used for irrigated crops, native pasture, and
wildlife habitat. They are fertile and are among the most
productive in the Area, both of irrigated crops and native
pasture. The native vegetation consists mostly of sacaton, alkali
sacaton, buffalograss, burrograss, and mesquite.

Typical profile of Pima silt loam, 30 feet east and 10 feet
south of the NW. corner of sec. 14, T. 17 S., R. 23 E.

All -0 to 3 inches, light brownish-gray (10YR 6/2) silt
loam, very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) when moist;
weak, medium, platy structure in uppermost 1 inch, then
moderate, fine, subangular blocky; slightly hard when
dry, friable when moist, slightly sticky and slightly
plastic when wet; very few, fine interstitial pores;
many fine fibrous roots; strongly calcareous; mildly
alkaline; clear boundary.

Al2 -3 to 11 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/3) light silty clay
loam, dark brown (7.5YR 3/2) when moist; weak, medium,
prismatic structure and moderate, very fine, subangular
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blocky; hard when dry, firm when moist, sticky and
plastic when wet; many fine pores; common, fine,
rounded worm and insect casts; ped surfaces are smooth;
few very fine seams of white lime in old root channels;
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; clear boundary.

AC —11 to 20 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/4) silty clay loam
dark brown (7.5YR 4/4) when moist; weak, fine
subangular blocky structure; hard when dry, firm when
moist, sticky and plastic when wet; many fine pores;
common, fine, rounded worm and insect casts; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual boundary.

C —20 to 60 inches, light-brown (7.5YR 6/4) silty clay
loam, dark brown (7.5YR 4/4) when moist; weak, medium
and coarse, subangular blocky structure that grades to
structureless in the lower part; hard when dry, firm
when moist, sticky and plastic when wet; few fine and
few coarse root channels; few fine roots; many very
fine seams of white lime; strongly calcareous; mildly
alkaline.

The thickness of the A and AC horizons ranges from 20 to 40
inches. The texture includes silt loam, loam, and silty clay
loam. The color is within the 10YR and 7.5YR hues. It ranges from
4 to 6 in value and from 2 to 3 in chroma. The C horizon, which
is more than 40 inches thick, ig slightly lighter in color than
the A horizon. Its texture ranges from silty clay loam to loam,
and it is somewhat stratified in places. Calcium carbonate
segregations occur below a depth of 20 inches in places. Buried
soils are common.

Pima soils are associated with Dev, Reagan, Ector, and Upton
soils.

Pima silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (PM, Pe).-This soil
has ‘the profile described as typical of the series. It occurs on
flood plains of drainageways west of the Pecos River. Included in
mapping were areas of Reagan and Dev soils, which make up less
than 5 percent of the acreage. Most of this soil is in the
low-intensity survey, but some is within the high-intensity
survey. The areas mapped at low intensity are contiguous to
drainageways. The slope is as much as 3 percent in the upper
reaches of some of the streams. Included in the low-intensity
survey are some areas where the surface layer is loam or clay
loam.

This soil is fertile. It 1is subject to periodic flooding,
but the floodwaters are not damaging. It is used for irrigated
crops, native pasture, and wildlife habitat. All the crops grown
in the survey Area are suitable. The rooting depth is more than
60 inches. (Irrigated capability unit IIs-1; dryland capability
unit VIs-4; Bottomland range site)

Pima silt loam, saline, 0 to 1 percent slopes (Pn).—This
soil is moderately to strongly saline, but otherwise its profile
is similar to that described as typical of the series. It has
become saline eithexr through the. application of poor-quality
irrigation water or through seepage from irrigation canals and
lateral drains. Included in mapping were areas of Pima silt loam,
0 to 1 percent slopes, and areas of Reagan soils. The included
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areas make up less than 5 percent of the acreage.

This soil is used for irrigated crops, native pasture, and
wildlife habitat. The accumulation of toxic salts has lowered
crop yields, and only salt-tolerant crops can be grown
successfully. (Irrigated capability unit IIIs-6 ; dryland
capability unit VIs-2; Salt Flats range site)

Pima clay loam, gray variant, 0 to 1 percent slopes
(Pv) .~This soil is grayer than Pima silt loam, 0 to 1 percent
slopes, and it is mottled and stratified. It occurs in
drainageways below flowing natural springs or springs that have
ceased to flow only in recent years or whose waters have been
diverted for irrigation purposes. Most areas are on flood plains
of the Pecos River and near Black River Village. A few tracts in
the Artesia bog area north of Lake McMillan are in their natural
state. A few small areas are saline, because they receive seepage
from adjacent Arno soils. Included in mapping were small acreages
of silt loam and loam, which show recent deposition from
overflow. Unclassified soils at the edges of the channel make up
less than 5 percent of the acreage.

This soil normally has a surface layer of grayish-brown,
friable clay loam to loam, about 2 inches thick, that has
moderate granular structure. This layer is underlain by a layer
of bleached, dark-gray, friable clay loam, about 6 inches thick,
that has moderate, medium, prismatic structure. This material
rests on a buried soil. The IIC horizon is dark-gray to gray
light clay to clay, about 24 inches thick, that has moderate,
prismatic structure. The lower part is gleyed and has distinct to
prominent iron mottlings. The IIIC horizon, extending to a depth
of more than 60 inches, is gray to white clay loam enriched with
calcium carbonate. It has many distinct concretions of lime and
many iron mottlings. The upper part of the soil has prismatic
structure, but the lower part is massive.

This soil is fertile, but it needs protection from a high
water table, salts, and periodic overflow. It is easily eroded by
floodwaters if it is not protected. Permeability is slow in the
subsoil, and the water-holding capacity is high. Runoff is slow.

This soil is associated primarily with Arno and Harkey
soils. It occupies a lower position on the landscape than those
soils. It is used for irrigated crops, native pasture, and
wildlife habitat. The native vegetation consists mainly of
sacaton, alkali sacaton, and vine-mesquite. (Irrigated capability
unit IIs-1 ; dryland capability unit VIe-1; Bottomland range
site)

Potter Series

The Potter series consists of moderately dark colored
gravelly loams that are very shallow over caliche. These soils
occur on sloping edges of ridges and on steep breaks to
drainageways in the northeastern and southeastern parts of the
survey Area. They developed in old alluvium derived from mixed
materials. They are underlain by fractured, platy, indurated
caliche. In the Eddy Area, Potter soils are mapped only with
Simona soils.

Soils of the Potter series typically have a surface layer of
brown gravelly loam about 4 inches thick. This layer is underlain
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by brown gravelly loam about 6 inches thick. Fractured, layered,
indurated caliche occurs at a depth of about 10 inches.

These soils are slightly to moderately eroded. Caliche is
commonly exposed along the top of breaks. Runoff is medium to
rapid. The water-holding capacity is very low. Permeability is
moderate. The organic-matter content is low. Roots are restricted
by shallowness over caliche. Rainfall amounts to 10 to 16 inches
annually, and the mean annual temperature is 60° to 64° F. The
frost-free season is 195 to 210 days. Elevations range from 3,200
to 3,800 feet.

These soils are used for native pasture, for wildlife
habitat, and as a source of roadbuilding material. The native
vegetation consists mainly of black grama, sideocats grama, blue
grama, tobosa, three-awn, creosotebush, and tarbush.

Typical profile of Potter gravelly loam, 0.2 mile south of
the north quarter corner of sec. 32, T. 17 S., R. 29 E.

Al -0 to 4 inches, brown (10YR 6/3) gravelly loam, dark
brown (10YR 3/3) when moist; moderate, medium, granular
structure; soft when dry, friable when moist, slightly
sticky and nonplastic when wet; common fine pores;
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; clear, wavy
boundary.

AC -4 to 10 inches, brown (10YR 6/3) gravelly loam, dark
brown (10YR 3/3) when moist; moderate, medium, granular
structure; soft when dry, friable when moist, slightly
sticky and nonplastic when wet; 70 percent is hard,
fragmentary caliche; strongly calcareous; mildly
alkaline; abrupt, wavy boundary.

Ccam —10 inches, fractured, layered, indurated caliche.

The thickness of the A horizon ranges from 2 to 12 inches.

The color ranges from 10YR to S5YR in hue, from 5 to 6 in value,

and from 2 to 4 in chroma. The depth to caliche ranges from 2 to
12 inches. Coarse fragments make up more than 15 percent of the

goil mass.

Potter soils are associated with Simona soils and with Stony
and Rough broken land.

Potter-Simona complex, 5 to 25 percent slopes (PS).— The
Potter and Simona soils of this complex have the profile
described as typical of their respective series. Potter gravelly
loam makes up about 80 percent of the acreage. The rest is made
up of Simona gravelly fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 perxrcent slopes,
which occurs at the tops of ridges, and Stony and Rough broken
land, which occurs on the steep slopes.

The soils of this complex are susceptible to wind and water
erosion. Good management is needed to maintain a plant cover
adequate to control erosion. The soils are droughty and difficult
to revegetate.

This complex is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat, and as a source of caliche suitable for roadbuilding.
(Potter soil is in dryland capability unit VIIs-1 and Shallow

range site; Simona soil is in dryland capability unit VIIe-2 and
Sandy range site)
Reagan Series

The Reagan series consists of deep, well-drained, moderately
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dark colored, calcareous loams that developed in old alluvium
derived from calcareous, sedimentary rocks of the uplands. These
soils occur on plains west of the Pecos River. They are nearly
level to gently sloping.

Soils of the Reagan series typically have a surface layer of
brown loam about 8 inches thick. Light-brown loam and heavy loam,
about 24 inches thick, underlies the surface layer. The next
layers, which extend to a depth of more than 60 inches, are
enriched with calcium carbonate.

These soils are uneroded or only slightly eroded. They are
moderately fertile. Runoff is slow. Permeability is moderate, and
the water-holding capacity is high. The organic-matter content is
low. In most places roots are not restricted, but in some places
caliche or gypsum occurs below a depth of 4 feet. Rainfall
amounts to 10 to 14 inches annually, and the mean annual
temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is 200 to 220
days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 4,400 feet.

Reagan soils are used for irrigated crops, native pasture,
and wildlife habitat. These are among the most productive
irrigated soils in the Area. The vegetation consists mainly of
black grama, blue grama, side-ocats grama, vine-mesquite, tobosa,
burrograss, broom snakeweed, and mesquite.

Typical profile of Reagan loam, NWYNWY, sec. 27, T. 22 S.,
R. 27 E.

Ap -0 to 8 inches, brown (10YR 5/3) loam, dark brown (10YR

4/3) when moist; massive; slightly hard when dry,
friable when moist, slightly sticky when wet; abundant
very fine and fine roots; many very fine and fine
pores; strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt,
smooth boundary.

C1 —8 to 19 inches, light-brown (7.5YR 6/3) loam, dark
brown (7.5YR 4/3) when moist; weak, fine, subangular
blocky structure; slightly hard when dry, friable when
moist, slightly sticky when wet; abundant very fine and
fine roots; many very fine and fine pores; few, fine,
prominent seams of lime; very strongly calcareous;
mildly alkaline; gradual boundary.

Cc2 ~19 to 32 inches, light-brown (7.5YR 6/3) heavy loam,
brown (7.5YR 4/4) when moist; weak, fine, subangular
blocky structure; slightly hard when dry, friable when
moist, slightly sticky when wet; plentiful very fine
and fine roots; common very fine and fine pores; few,
medium, prominent, soft concretions of lime; very
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual boundary.

C3ca —32 to 44 inches, light-brown (7.5YR 6/3) light clay
loam, brown (7.5YR 5/4) when moist; massive; hard when
dry, friable when moist, slightly sticky when wet;
plentiful very fine and fine roots; common very fine
and fine pores; many, medium, faint mottlings of lime;
very strongly calcareous; moderately alkaline; clear
boundary. :

C4ca —44 to 54 inches, light-brown (7.5YR 6/3) light clay
loam, brown (7.5YR 5/4) when moist; massive; slightly
hard when dry, friable when moist, slightly sticky when
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wet; few very fine and fine roots; common very fine and
fine pores; distinct mottlings of lime; very strongly
calcareous; moderately alkaline; clear boundary.

C5ca —54 to 67 inches, light-brown (7.5YR 6/3) light clay
loam, brown (7.5YR 5/4) when moist; massive; slightly
hard when dry, friable when moist, slightly sticky when
wet; few very fine and fine roots; common very fine and
fine pores; distinct mottlings of lime; very strongly
calcareous; moderately alkaline; gradual boundary.

C6 -67 to 82 inches, light-brown (7.5YR 6/3) heavy loanm,
brown (7.5YR 4/4) when moist; weak, fine, subangular
blocky structure; slightly hard when dry, friable when
moist, slightly sticky when wet; common very fine and
fine pores; very strongly calcareous; moderately
alkaline. :

The thickness of the A horizon ranges from 6 to 12 inches.

The color ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 5 to 6 in value,
and from 2 to 3 in chroma. The texture is loam, silt loam, or
light clay loam. The C1 horizon is as much as 13 inches thick,
but it does not occur in all profiles. The color is as much as
one unit higher in value and chroma. The texture is loam or light
clay loam. The C2 horizon is as much as 14 inches thick, but it
does not occur in all profiles. The color and texture are similar
to those of the Cl horizon. The Cea horizon extends to a depth of
40 to 60 inches or more below the surface. The color ranges from
10YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 6 to 7 in value, and from 3 to 4 in
chroma. The texture ranges from loam to light clay loam.
Gypsiferous earths or soft caliche occurs below a depth of 48
inches in some places.

Reagan soils are associated with Upton, Atoka, and Pima
soils.

Reagan loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (Rc).—This soil has the
profile described as typical of the series. It occurs on plains
west of the Pecos River in the irrigated areas near Artesia and
Carlsbad. Included in mapping were small areas of Reagan loam,
saline, 0 to 1 percent slopes, where water from canals seeps into
the gypsiferous substratum. Also included were small areas of
Upton gravelly loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes, which occur on
ridges. The included areas make up less than 5 percent of the
acreage.

This soil is susceptible to wind erosion, especially when
the seedbed is being prepared and the soil is bare. Seedling
damage caused by high winds is common.

This soil is used mainly for irrigated crops and wildlife
habitat. It is among the most productive of the irrigated soils,
and in most places it has been bench leveled to grades of 0.2 to
0.3 percent. Cotton (fig. 15) and most other crops grown in the
Area are suitable. Pecan trees need more than 48 inches of
unrestricted rooting zone, and, although the effective rooting
zone extends beyond this depth in most places, care should be
taken to select areas of deep soils for pecans. A small acreage
of this soil is used for native pasture. (Irrigated capability
unit IIs-2; dryland capability unit VIs-4; Loamy range site)

Reagan loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes (RA).-This soil occurs on
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plains and in valleys west of the Pecos River. Included in
mapping were areas of Upton and Atoka soils. Upton soils make up
less than 15 percent of the acreage. Atoka soils, which were
mapped only at high intensity, make up 10 to 16 percent of the
acreage.

This soil is uneroded or only slightly eroded. Good
management is needed to maintain an adequate plant cover and to
control erosion. Revegetation is difficult if the native
vegetation is seriously depleted, because rainfall is
undependable.

All the acreage is used for native pasture (fig. 16) and
wildlife habitat. The vegetation consists of black grama, blue
grama, side-oats grama, bush muhly, tobosa, vine-mesquite,
tarbush, yucca, creosotebush, and mesquite. (Dryland capability
Unit VIs-4; Loamy range site)

Reagan loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes (Rd).—Except for the
difference in slope, this soil has a profile similar to that
described as typical of the series. Included in mapping were
small areas that have become saline because they are subject to
seepage from canals. Also included were areas of Upton soils. The
included soils make up less than 5 percent of the acreage.

This soil is susceptible to wind erosion when the seedbed is
being prepared and the surface is bare. Seedling damage caused by
high winds is common. Slight surface crusting impedes emergence
of seedlings in areas where the high-lime zone is exposed.

This soil is used for irrigated crops, native pasture, and
wildlife habitat. Most of it has been bench leveled to grades of
0.2 to 0.3 percent. The surface layer is light colored to
moderately dark colored in places because the leveling has
exposed a high-lime zone. In other places the high-lime zone 1is
at a depth of 60 inches or more. Chlorosis, or yellowing of
leaves, causes reduced yields in places. Its severity varies with
the amount of lime in the surface soil. (Irrigated capability
unit IIe-1; dryland capability unit VIs-4; Loamy range site)

Reagan loam, saline, 0 to 1 percent slopes (Rf).-This soil
occurs as scattered areas near Artesia and Carlsbad. Except for
the greater content of salt, it has a profile similar to that
described as typical of the series. Reprecipitated gypsum in the
form of fine crystals occurs as splotches or veins. A zone of
gypsum, which makes up an estimated 15 to 30 percent of the
horizon, occurs at a depth of 40 to 60 inches. Impeded surface
drainage and seepage from canals and adjoining soils that are
underlain by gypsiferous material have brought about moderate to
strong salinity. The salt content of the plow layer varies from
0.2 to about 0.35 percent. Included in mapping were areas of
Reagan loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes, and areas of Reeves loam,
saline, 0 to 1 percent slopes. The included areas make up less
than 5 percent of the acreage.

This soil is susceptible to wind erosion when the seedbed is
being prepared and the soil is bare. The surface layer is cloddy
when plowed. It crusts easily, and seedling emergence is impeded.

This soil is used for irrigated crops, native pasture, and
wildlife habitat. It is not so productive as Reagan loam, 0 to 1
percent slopes. Only salt-tolerant crops can be grown
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successfully. (Irrigated capability unit IIIs-6; dryland
capability unit VIs-2; Salt Flats range site)

Reagan-Upton association, 0 to 9 percent slopes (RE).-—This
soll association occurs in a regular pattern on plains and hills
west of the Pecos River. Reagan loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes,
makes up 60 to 85 percent of the acreage, and Upton gravelly
loam, 0 to 9 percent slopes, makes up 15 to 40 percent. The
Reagan soil occurs on nearly level to gently sloping plains. The
Upton soil occurs on nearly level to sloping ridges and hills.
Included in mapping were areas of Atoka and Pima soils, which
make up less them 20 percent of the acreage. The Atoka soils were
mapped only at high intensity.

This association is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. Revegetation is difficult once the plant cover is lost,
because of high temperatures and undependable rainfall. Careful
management 1s needed to maintain a cover of desirable forage
plants and to control erosion. (Reagan soil is in dryland
capability unit VIs-4 and Loamy range site ; Upton soil is in
dryland capability unit VIIs-1 and Shallow range site)

Reeves Series

The Reeves series consists of light-colored, well-drained,
calcareous soils that are shallow to moderately deep over
gypsiferous earths or rocks. These soils developed in old
alluvium derived from sedimentary rocks. They are nearly level to
gently sloping. The areas are on uplands throughout the central
part of the survey Area.

Soils of the Reeves series typically have a plow layer of
pale-brown heavy loam about 8 inches thick. The next layer, about
7 inches thick, is pale-brown light clay loam. This layer
overlies very pale brown clay loam, about 8 inches thick, that is
enriched by calcium carbonate. Below this is a layer of white
clay loam, about 9 inches thick, that is heavily enriched by
gypsum and calcium carbonate. Hard, gypsiferous bedrock is at a
depth of 32 inches.

These soils are uneroded or only slightly eroded. Runoff is
slow. Permeability is moderate, amid the water-holding capacity
is low to moderate. The intake rate is moderate. The
organic-matter content is low, and fertility is moderate.
Rainfall amounts to 10 to 14 inches annually, and the mean annual
temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is 200 to 220
days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 4,300 feet.

Reeves solls are used for irrigated crops, native pasture,
and wildlife habitat. The vegetation consists mainly of black
grama, blue grama, side-ocats grama, vine-mesquite, tobosa,
burrograss, broom snakeweed, and mesquite. Chlorosis develops in
irrigated crops grown on the shallow phase of these soils.

Typical profile of Reeves loam, 800 feet east and 100 feet
south of the NW. corner of sec. 24, T. 23 8., R. 27 F,.

Ap —0 to 8 inches, pale-brown (10YR 6/3) heavy loam, brown
(10YR 4/3) when moist; massive; slightly hard when drvy,
friable when moist, nonsticky and nonplastic when wet;
common very fine and fine pores; strongly calcareous;
mildly alkaline; abrupt, smooth boundary.

AC —8 to 15 inches, pale-brown (10YR 6/3) light clay loam,
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light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) when moist; massive;
slightly hard when dry, friable when moist, slightly
sticky and slightly plastic when wet; common very fine
and fine pores; few, fine, prominent lime mycelia;
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual, smooth
boundary.

Clca —15 to 23 inches, very pale brown (10YR 8/3) clay loam,
light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) when moist; massive;
slightly hard when dry, friable when moist, slightly
sticky and slightly plastic when wet; common very fine
pores; many, fine to medium, distinct splotches of
lime; strongly calcareous: mildly alkaline; abrupt,
wavy boundary.

C2cs —23 to 32 inches, white (10YR 8/1) light clay loam,
light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) when moist; massive;
very hard when dry, friable when moist, sticky and
plastic when wet; many fine crystals of gypsum;
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt boundary.

R —32 inches +, hard, gypsiferous rock.

The thickness of the Ap horizon ranges from 6 to 12 inches.

An Al horizon, 4 to 6 inches thick, occurs in undisturbed areas.
The color of the A horizon ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue, from
5 to 7 in value, and from 2 to 3 in chroma. The texture is mainly
loam and light clay loam, but there are a few areas of sandy
loam. The AC horizon is as much as 10 inches thick. The texture
includes loam and light clay loam. The Cca horizon is as much as
12 inches thick, but it is not present in all profiles. The color
of this horizon ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 6 to 8 in
value, and from 2 to 4 in chroma. The texture includes loam and
clay loam. The depth to a Ccs or R horizon ranges from 10 to 36
inches. The texture of the Ccs horizon includes loam and light
clay loam.

Reeves soils are associated with Cottonwood and Reagan

soils and with Gypsum land.

Typical profile of Reeves loam, shallow, about 1 mile

southwest of Malaga, NEYSWY%SWY sec. 15, T. 24 S., R. 28 E.

Apl -0 to 3 inches, light brownish-gray (10YR 6/2) loam,
dark brown (10YR 4/3) when moist. uppermost 1/2 inch
has very weak, thin, platy structure; slightly hard
when dry, friable when moist, nonsticky when wet;
abundant very fine and fine roots; many very fine and
fine pores; strongly calcareous; clear, wavy boundary.

Ap2 —3 to 8 inches, brown (10YR 5/3) loam, dark brown (10YR
4/3) when moist; massive; slightly hard when dry,
friable when moist, nonsticky when wet; abundant very
fine and fine roots; many very fine and fine pores;
few, fine, distinct seams of lime, gypsum, and salts;
material from this horizon has been mixed with
overlying and underlying material; strongly calcareous;
clear, wavy boundary.

Cc1 —8 to 18 inches, brown (10YR 5/3) loam, dark brown
(10YR 4/3) when moist; massive; slightly hard when dry,
friable when moist, slightly sticky when wet; plentiful
very fine and fine roots; many very fine and fine
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pores; few, fine, prominent seams of lime, gypsum, and
salts; strongly calcareous; abrupt, wavy boundary.

C2cs —18 to 31 inches, white (10YR 8/2), fine, crystalline,
gypsiferous earths, very pale brown (10YR 8/3) when
moist; massive; hard to very hard when dry, firm to
very firm when moist; few very fine roots; many very
fine pores; strongly calcareous ; gradual, wavy
boundary.

C3cs —31 to 66 inches, pinkish-white (7.5YR 8/2), fine,
crystalline, gypsiferous earths, pinkish gray (7.5YR
7/2) when moist, intermixed with light-brown (7.5YR
5/4) silty clay, brown (7.5YR 5/4) when moist; massive;
slightly hard when dry, friable when moist; many very
fine pores; strongly calcareous.

Reeves loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes (Rl).—This soil has the
profile described as typical of the series. It occurs in the
general vicinity of Artesia, Loving, and Malaga. Included in
mapping were small areas of Cottonwood and Karro soils.
Cottonwood soils make up about 5 to 10 percent of the acreage,
and Karro soils, about 10 to 25 percent.

This soil is susceptible to wind erosion, especially after
preparation of the seedbed. Seedling damage from high winds is
common. The surface crusts at times, and the crust inhibits
seedling emergence.

This soil is used mainly for irrigated crops, but a small
acreage is used for native pasture. Most of it has been bench
leveled to grades of 0.2 to 0.3 percent. The rooting zone is
restricted by the underlying gypsiferous material. The depth to
this material varies greatly from place to place, especially in
areas where the soil has been leveled. Chlorosis, or yellowing of
the leaves, Can be expected in severely leveled areas. (Irrigated
capability unit, IIIs-14; dryland capability unit VIs-3; Loamy
range site )

Reeves loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes (Rn).—-Except for the slope,
this soil has a profile sgimilar to that described as typical of
the series. Included in mapping were small areas of Cottonwood
and Karro soils. The Cottonwood soil makes up as much as 10
percent of the acreage, and the Karro soil, as much as 25
percent.

This soil is susceptible to wind erosion, especially after
preparation of the seedbed. Seedling damage from high winds is
common. Surface crusting inhibits seedling emergence.

This soil is used for irrigated crops and native pasture. It
is less productive than Reeves loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes. Most
of the irrigated acreage has been bench leveled to grades of 0.2
to 0.3 percent. Severe cuts and fills have substantially altered
the surface Layer. The depth to the underlying gypsiferous
material varies from place to place, but it is generally 20 to 36
inches. (Irrigated capability unit IIIe-2 ; dryland capability
unit VIs-3; Loamy range site)

Reeves loam, saline, 0 to 1 percent slopes (Rr).—This soil
occurs in the general vicinity of Loving, Malaga, Black River
Village, and Artesia. Except for the greater content of salt, it
has a profile similar to that described as typical of the series.
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Reprecipitated gypsum in the form of fine crystals occurs in
splotches or seams above the gypsiferous substratum. The salt
content of the plow layer ranges from about 0.2 to 0.3 percent.
The depth of the soil material varies from place to place, but it
is generally about 20 to 36 inches. These areas were mapped at
high intensity. Included in mapping were areas of Karro loam,
saline, 0 to 1 percent slopes, which make up 10 to 25 percent of
the acreage. Alsco included were areas of Cottonwood soils; of
Reeves loam, shallow, 0 to 1 percent slopes; and of Reeves loan,
0 to 1 percent slopes. These soils make up less than S5 percent of
the acreage.

This soil is subject to wind erosion, especially after
seedbed preparation. Seedling damage from high winds is common.
The surface crusts readily, and the crust inhibits seedling
emexrgence. .

This soil is used for irrigated crops, native pasture, and
wildlife habitat. Only salt-tolerant crops can be grown
successfully. Chlorosis is common. The salinity of the soil and
the gypsiferous substratum necessitate special treatment or
design for structures, either above- or below-ground. Good
management of irrigation water is necessary to reduce the
salinity of the soil. (Irrigated capability unit IIIs-6 ; dryland
capability unit VIs-2 ; Salt Flats range site)

Reeves loam, shallow, 0 to 1 percent slopes (Rt).—This soil
occurs throughout the central part of the survey Area, but mainly
near Artesia, Loving, and Malaga. It has the profile described as
typical of the shallow phase of the series. Included in mapping
were small, scattered areas of the following: Cottonwood soils;
Reeves loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes ; and Reeves loam, saline, 0
to 1 percent slopes. The included soils make up 10 to 25 percent
of the acreage.

This soil is susceptible to wind erosion, especially when
the seedbed is being prepared. Seedling damage caused by high
winds is common. The surface crusts at times, and the crust
inhibits seedling emergence. The waterholding capacity is low.
The organic-matter content is low. Shallowness restricts the
effective rooting depth.

This soil is used for irrigated pasture, native pasture, and
irrigated crops. Lt is among the least productive of the
irrigated soils in the Area. Only salt-tolerant, shallow-rooted
crops are suitable. Chlorosis is common. Good management of
irrigation water is needed to keep the soil from becoming saline.
Special treatment or design is needed for surface or buried
structures. (Irrigated capability unit IVs-3; dryland capability
unit VIs-3; Loamy range site)

Reeves-Gypsum land complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes (RG).—This
complex occurs on plains throughout the central part of the
survey Area. Reeves loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes, which makes up
35 to 45 percent of the acreage, occurs in pockets, swales, and
drainageways. Except that it occurs in undisturbed areas, its
profile is similar to that described as typical of the series.
Gypsum land, which makes up 15 to 25 percent of the acreage,
occurs on the higher parts of the landscape. It is the land type
described in Gypsum land-Cottonwood complex, 0 to 3 percent
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slopes. Included in mapping were areas of Cottonwood soils which
make up 15 to 25 percent of the acreage, and areas of Reagan and
Largo soils, which make up 5 to 15 percent.

This complex is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. The soils are not easily eroded. Good range management
is needed to maintain a cover of desirable forage.
Reestablishment of the native vegetation is difficult because
temperatures are high and rainfall is undependable. Surface water
is lacking. Ground water is hard to locate and, in places, is of
poor quality. (Reeves soil is in dryland capability unit VIs-3
and Loamy range site; Gypsum land is in dryland capability unit
VIIs-3 and Gyp Flats range site)

Reeves-Reagan loams, 0 to 3 percent slopes (RM).— This
complex occurs on uplands, as tracts 3 to 6 miles wide. It is in
the south-central part of the survey Area, near the Texas State
line, and in the northeastern part. Reeves loam, which makes up
about 35 to 45 percent of the acreage, has a profile similar to
that described as typical of the series, except that the surface
has not been disturbed. It occurs in pockets, swales, and along
drainageways. Reagan loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes, which makes up
about 25 to 30 percent of the acreage, occurs mainly at or near
the center of swales and drainageways. Included in mapping were
areas of Upton soils, which make up 15 to 20 percent of the
acreage. Also included were areas of Gypsum land-Cottonwood
complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes, which make up less than 20
percent of the acreage. ,

This complex is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. The soils are uneroded or only slightly eroded. Good
range management is needed to maintain a cover of desirable
forage. Reestablishment of the native vegetation is difficult
because temperatures are high and rainfall is undependable. There
is little or no surface water. Ground water is hard to locate
and, in places, is of poor quality. (Reeves loam is in dryland
capability unit VIs- 3 and Loamy range site; Reagan loam is in
dryland capability unit VIs-4 and Loamy range site)

Rock Land

Rock land (RO) consists of steep to vertical, caliche-capped
escarpments of highly dissected, fractured, reddish-colored
sandstone, siltstone, shale, limestone, and thin-bedded,
gypsiferous rocks. It occurs east of the Pecos River and is
associated with escarpments at the edges of the "Shallow Sand
Country." Included in mapping were areas of Potter soils on
breaks, which make up less than 10 percent of the acreage. Simona
solils occur on the plain above this land type, and Pajarito
soils, on the slopes below.

The soil material is generally a gravelly fine sandy loam
that overlies fractured, indurated caliche. It is shallower than
that of Stony and Rough broken land and is more rocky. Loose
gravel and stones are commonly scattered on the steep, angular to
rounded slopes. The regolith (the mantle of loose soil material,
sediments, and broken rock that overlies solid rock) varies in
thickness from almost nothing on the steep slopes to about 10
inches along the edges of the escarpments and in small areas
where remnants of old landforms remain.
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Rock land is suitable for wildlife habitat and recreational
and esthetic uses. The vegetation consists of a sparse cover of
grama grasses, broom snakeweed, tarbush, and mesquite. Surface
water is lacking, but runoff from these areas provides water for
lower lying areas. The areas are difficult to cross by ordinary
means. (Dryland capability unit VIIIs-1)

Russler Series

The Russler series consists of moderately dark colored,
well-drained, saline soils that developed in old gypsiferous
alluvium. These soils are shallow to deep over soft gypsiferous
earths or rocks. They occur on uplands near Willow Lake, north
and south of Malaga, and south of the Delaware River.

Soils of the Russler series typically have a surface layer
of brown loam about 11 inches thick. The subsoil is brown clay
loam to a depth of about 34 inches. The lower 11 inches of the
subsoil is reddish-brown clay loam. The substratum is
reddish-brown gypsiferous material that contains many concretions
of lime and finely divided crystals of gypsum. The depth to the
substratum is about 45 inches.

These soils are susceptible to wind and water erosion, and
most areas are slightly to moderately eroded. Runoff is slow to
medium. The intake rate is slow. Permeability is moderately slow,
and the water-holding capacity is low to moderate. Rainfall
amounts to 10 to 14 inches annually, and the mean annual
temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is 210 to 220
days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 3,800 feet.

Russler soils are used for irrigated crops, native pasture,
and wildlife habitat. Salinity severely limits their use for
irrigated crops and affects the design or treatment of structures
built on or below the surface. Only salt-tolerant crops can be
grown in irrigated areas. Chlorosis is common. The vegetation
consists mainly of black grama, blue grama, side-oats grama,
vine-mesquite, alkali sacaton, tobosa, burrograss, broom
snakeweed, and mesquite.

Typical profile of Russler loam, NWX%SE¥ sec. 35, T. 23 S.,
R. 28 F,.

Ap -0 to 11 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/4) loam, dark brown
(7.5YR 4/4) when moist; massive; hard when dry, friable
when moist, sticky when wet; abundant very fine and
fine roots; many very fine and fine pores; strongly
calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt, smooth boundary.

B2lca—1l to 19 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/4) clay loam, reddish
brown (5YR 4/4) when moist; medium, angular blocky
structure; hard when dry, friable when moist, sticky
and plastic when wet; plentiful very fine and fine
roots; many very fine and fine pores; smooth ped
surfaces, distinct seams of lime; strongly calcareous;
mildly alkaline; gradual boundary.

B22ca—19 to 34 inches, brown (7.5YR 5/4) clay loam, reddish
brown (5YR 4/3) when moist; medium to coarse, angular
blocky structure; hard when dry, friable when moist,
sticky and plastic when wet; plentiful very fine and
fine roots; many very fine and fine pores; smooth ped
surfaces; common, soft concretions of lime; strongly
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calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual boundary.

B23ca—34 to 45 inches, reddish-brown (5YR 5/4) clay loam,
reddish brown (5YR 4/4) when moist; medium, angular
blocky structure, hard when dry, firm when moist,
sticky and plastic when wet; few very fine and fine
roots; many very fine and fine pores; smooth ped
surfaces; lime is less prominent than in the B22ca
horizon; strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual
boundary.

IIClcs-45 to 62 inches, reddish-brown (5YR 5/3) gypsiferous
earths, reddish brown (5YR 4/4) when moist; medium,
angular blocky structure; hard when dry, friable to
firm when moist, sticky when wet; many very fine and
fine pores, smooth ped surfaces; prominent, finely
divided crystals of gypsum; strongly calcareous; mildly
alkaline; gradual boundary.

IIC2cs—52 inches, segregated gypsum crystals and gypsiferous
earths in separate clumps, but mixed throughout; '
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; gradual boundary.

An Al horizon, 3 to 5 inches thick, occurs in undisturbed
areas. The color ranges from 5YR to 10YR in hue, from 5 to 6 in
value, and from 2 to 4 in chroma. A layer of fine sand or fine
sandy loam, % inch to 3 inches thick, is commonly at the surface
in noncultivated areas. In areas that have been plowed, the
texture of the surface layer includes sandy clay loam. The color
of the A horizon darkens under irrigated cultivation. The texture
is typically loam, but it is sandy clay loam or clay loam in
places.

The B2lca horizon is 6 to 12 inches thick. The color is as
much as one unit lower in value and as much as one unit higher in
chroma than that of the Al horizon. The texture is heavy loam or
clay loam. The B22ca horizon ranges from 7 to 24 inches in
thickness. The color ranges from 2.5YR to 7.5YR in hue, from 4 to
6 in value, and from 2 to 4 in chroma. The texture is clay loam
or silty clay loam. In most places finely divided crystals of
gypsum occuxr in the B23ca horizon. This horizon is as much as 25
inches thick, but it does not occur in all profiles. The IIC
horizon is generally soft, gypsiferous rock that contains finely
divided crystals of gypsum. The depth to this horizon ranges from
16 to 48 inches.

Russler soils are associated with Cottonwood, Karro, and
Reeves soils.

Russler loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes (RS, Rv).—This soil has
the profile described as typical of the series. It occurs as
scattered areas on gently undulating uplands north and south of
Malaga. Included in mapping were areas of Cottonwood, Reeves, and
Reagan soils. Some areas are within the high-intensity survey,
and some are within the low-intensity survey. The acreage is
about equally divided. The principal difference between the areas
mapped at high intensity and those mapped at low intensity is
that the included soils make up more of the acreage in the
low-intensity survey. As much as 15 percent of the acreage in the
low-intensity survey consists of the included soils.

This soil is unstable and is susceptible to wind and water
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erosion, especially when the seedbed is being prepared and the
soil is bare. The surface crusts readily, and the crust impedes
seedling emergence. Seedlings are damaged by high winds.

This soil is used for irrigated crops, native pasture, and
wildlife habitat. The irrigated acreage has been bench leveled to
grades of 0.2 to 0.3 percent. The depth to the gypsiferous
substratum varies widely from place to place, and care is needed
in leveling to avoid exposing the gypsiferous material. Special
designs or treatments are necessary for all surface or subsurface
structures. Only salt-tolerant crops are suitable. Roots are
restricted by shallowness to the underlying gypsum. Chlorosis is
common. (Irrigated capability unit IIIs-14 ; dryland capability
unit VIs-3; Clayey range site)

Russler-Ector association, 0 to 9 percent slopes (RU).-This
soil association occurs in a regular pattern in the south-central
part of the survey Area, near the Texas State line. It occupies a
gently undulating plain where small limestone knobs and hills dot
the landscape. Russler loam makes up about 60 percent of the
acreage, and Ector stony loam, about 25 percent. Included in
mapping were small areas of unclassified, deep, moderately dark
colored silt loams in small depressions or on flood plains along
narrow drainageways. Also included were areas of Gypsum
land-Cottonwood complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes. The included
soils make up less than 15 percent of the acreage.

The Russler soil, which is nearly level to gently sloping,
occurs on uplands. It is slightly eroded and is susceptible to
further erosion if the plant cover is seriously depleted. It has
a high content of gypsum in the substratum, which makes necessary
special treatment or design of surface and subsurface structures.

The Ector soil, which has the profile described as typical
of the series, occurs on small knobs or hills. It is uneroded or
only slightly eroded.

This association is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. Reestablishment of vegetation is difficult once the
plant cover is lost, because temperatures are high and rainfall
is undependable. Good management of the range is needed to
maintain a cover of desirable forage. Surface water is lacking,
except for short periods after heavy rainfall. Ground water is
hard to locate and is usually scanty and of poor quality.
(Russler soil is in dryland capability unit VIs-3 and Clayey
range site; Ector soil is in dryland capability unit VIIs-5 and
Limestone Hills range site)

Simona Series

The Simona series consists of well-drained, moderately dark
colored soils that are calcareous and moderately coarse textured.
These soils are shallow over indurated caliche. They occur on
uplands scattered throughout the eastern part of the survey Area.
They have been worked by wind and are nearly level to gently
sloping.

Soils of the Simona series typically have a surface layer of
brown fine sandy loam about 2 inches thick. The next layer is
light-brown gravelly fine sandy loam about 17 inches thick. Below
this is fractured, platy, indurated caliche.

These soils are subject to severe wind erosion if the plant
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cover 1s seriously depleted. Runoff is slow. Permeability is
moderately rapid, and the water-holding capacity is low. Nearly
all the precipitation that falls soaks into the soil. Rainfall
amounts to 10 to 14 inches annually, and the mean annual
temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is 210 to 220
days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 4,200 feet.

All the acreage is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. The soils are productive if there is enough moisture.
Surface water is lacking except for brief periods after the
infrequent heavy rains, when water collects in the few potholes,
or dry lakes. The vegetation consists mainly of black grama,
side-ocats grama, little bluestem, blue grama, Javelina, sand
muhly, sand dropseed, three-awn, sand sagebrush, broom snakeweed,
and mesquite.

Typical profile of Simona gravelly fine sandy loam, 2,200
feet west and 1,400 feet north of the SE. corner of sec. 15, T.
22 S., R. 28 E.

Al 0 to 2 inchesg, brown (7.5YR 5/3) gravelly fine sandy
loam, dark brown (7.5YR 4/3) when moist; weak, thin,
platy structure; soft when dry, very friable when
moist, nonsticky and nonplastic when wet; very porous;
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt, smooth
boundary. _

" AC —2 to 11 inches, light-brown (7.5YR 6/3) gravelly fine
sandy loam, dark brown (7.5YR 4/2) when moist; weak,
coarse, subangular blocky structure; slightly hard when
dry, friable when moist, slightly sticky and nonplastic
when wet; very porous; strongly calcareous; mildly
alkaline; clear, wavy boundary.

Cc1 ~11 to 19 inches, light-brown (7.5YR 6/3) gravelly fine
sandy loam, brown (7.5YR 5/3) when moist; massive;
slightly hard when dry, very friable when moist,
slightly sticky and nonplastic when wet; very porous;
strongly calcareous; mildly alkaline; abrupt, wavy
boundary.

IIC2cam—19 inches, fractured, platy, indurated caliche.

The combined thickness of the Al and AC horizons ranges from

10 to 24 inches. The color ranges from 10YR to 7.5YR in hue, from
4 to 6 in value, and from 2 to 3 in chroma. The texture of these
horizons includes fine sandy loam to loamy sand. Numerous coarse
fragments of caliche occur in some but not all profiles. The
color of the AC horizon is as much as one unit higher in value
than that of the Al horizon. The C1 horizon does not occur in all
profiles. The depth to caliche ranges from 10 to 24 inches.

Simona soils are associated with Bippus, Wink, Potter, and
Upton soils.

Simona sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes (SA)-This soil
occurs in slight depressions on uplands east of the Pecos River.

This soil has a surface layer of brown sandy loam about 6
inches thick, which is underlain by a layer of brown fine sandy
loam, about 10 inches thick. Below this is a layer, about 4
inches thick, of brown fine sandy loam that has been enriched by
calcium carbonate. The underlying caliche is fractured and platy.

This soil is slightly eroded. It is highly susceptible to

s



\

wind erosion if the vegetative cover is seriously depleted.

All the acreage is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. It is productive if there is enough moisture. Surface
water is lacking, except for brief periods when runoff collects
in the few playas. Good management of the range is needed to
maintain a cover of desirable forage and to control erosion.
Revegetation is difficult because temperatures are high and
rainfall is undependable. (Dryland capability unit VIIe-2 ; Sandy
range site)

Simona gravelly fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes
(SG) .~This soil has the profile described as typical of the
series. It occurs on plains east of the Pecos River. Included in
mapping were small areas of Simona sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent
slopes, 1in pockets and swales, and unclassified soils in small
playas. The included soils make up less than 15 percent of the
acreage. -

This soil has been slightly eroded by wind. Hummocks, 6 to
12 inches high, have formed. They are somewhat stabilized by
woody plants.

Runoff is slow; it occurs only when the soil is saturated by
prolonged rainfall. At such times, which are infrequent, water
collects and stands in small playas for brief periods.

This soil is used for native pasture and wildlife habitat.
It is productive if there is enough moisture. Roots are
restricted by the underlying caliche. (Dryland capability unit
VIiIe-2; Sandy range site)

Simona-Bippus complex, 0 to 5 percent slopes (SM).— The
Simona and Bippus soils of this complex have the profile
described as typical of their respective series. Simona gravelly
fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes, makes up about 40 to 50
percent of the acreage, and Bippus silty clay loam, about 15 to
25 percent. Unclassified soils that have a strong zone of lime
below a depth of 30 inches make up the rest. This complex occurs
in drainageways and depressions and on sloping uplands throughout
the eastern part of the survey Area.

The Simona soil is nearly level to gently sloping. It occurs
on uplands above the Bippus soil. The Bippus soil occurs on flood
plains along intermittent drainageways and in depressions. It is
subject to periodic flooding.

All of this complex is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. Good management is needed to control wind and water
erosion. If there is enough moisture, the Bippus soil is among
the most productive of the range soils of the survey Area.
(Simona soil is in dryland capability unit VIle-2 and Sandy range
site ; Bippus soil is in dryland capability unit VIe-1 and
Bottomland range site)

Simona and Wink fine sandy loams, 0 to 3 percent slopes,
eroded (SN).-This undifferentiated unit occurs as widely
scattered areas east of the Pecos River. It occupies narrow,
intermittent drainageways and dry lakes. Simona and Wink soils
occur in about equal proportions. Except that the surface layer
of the Simona soil has been eroded by wind, these soils have the
profile described as typical of their respective series. Included
in mapping were areas of Dune land and of deep, sandy, alluvial
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soils. The included areas make up less than 15 percent of the
acreage.

The Simona soil is nearly level to gently sloping. It occurs
in a slightly higher position on the landscape than the Wink
soil. Runoff occurs at times, after the soil has become saturated
from prolonged rainfall, which is infrequent.

The Wink soil occurs along drainageways leading to small
playas and in broad depressions. All the precipitation that falls
soaks in. If there is enough moisture, this soil is productive.

These soils are subject to continued wind erosion. Hummocks
of sand, 1 to 3 feet high, are somewhat stabilized by woody
plants. The areas between hummocks are nearly barren or are only
sparsely vegetated.

All the acreage is used for native pasture and wildlife
habitat. Good management is needed to maintain a cover of
desirable forage and to control wind erosion. Reestablishment of
vegetation is difficult once the plant cover is lost, because
temperatures are high and rainfall is undependable. The range is
generally in poor condition. Surface water is lacking, except for
infrequent, very brief periods after prolonged rainfall, when the
Simona soil becomes saturated and runoff occurs. (Simona soil is
in dryland capability unit VIIe-2 and Sandy range site; Wink soil
is in dryland capability unit VIIe-1 and Deep Sand range site)
Stegall Series

The Stegall series consists of dark-colored, well-drained,
noncalcareous soils that developed in alluvium derived from
sediments of the High Plains. These soils are moderately deep
over indurated caliche. They occur in swales and depressions that
generally lead to small playas or sinkholes. They are nearly
level and are subject to periodic flooding. They occupy upland
areas in the northeastern part of the survey Area. In the Eddy
Area, Stegall soils are mapped only as a complex with Kimbrough
soils. Soils of the Stegall series typically have a surface layer
of dark-brown clay loam about 4 inches thick. The subsoil is
dark-brown to dark yellowish-brown heavy clay loam about 18
inches thick. It is slightly calcareous in the lower part.
Fractured, platy, indurated caliche is at a depth of about 22
inches.

These soils are uneroded or only slightly eroded. They are
fertile, and their organic-matter content is moderate. The
water-holding capacity is moderate, and permeability of the
subsoil is moderately slow. Runoff is slow. Roots are restricted
by caliche. Rainfall amounts to 10 to 11 inches annually, and the
mean annual temperature is 60° to 64° F. The frost-free season is
200 to 217 days. Elevations range from 3,000 to 4,100 feet.

All the acreage is used for native pasture and wildli