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Lester R. Morss began his scientific career in inorganic chemistry and 
radiochemistry by carrying out research on the actinide elements 

i  th h lif i  d  P f  B i  B  C i h  uranium through californium under Professor Burris B. Cunningham, 
earning a PhD at University of California, Berkeley in 1969. After 
postdoctoral research on f element thermochemistry with James W. 
Cobble at Purdue University, he reached the rank of full professor of y, p
chemistry at Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ, doing research 
in synthetic inorganic chemistry and thermochemistry of transition
elements. He joined the Chemistry Division of Argonne National Laboratory in 1980, 

h  hi  i  h f   th  lid t t  h i t  d th h i t f where his primary research focus was the solid-state chemistry and thermochemistry of 
the transuranium elements. After reaching the rank of senior chemist at Argonne, he 
was elected a fellow of American Association for the Advancement of Science and spent 
six months as an Alexander von Humboldt senior research scientist at the University of y
Hannover, Germany in 1992.  He retired from Argonne in 2002 and then served until 
2010 as program manager for Heavy Element Chemistry in the Office of Basic Energy 
Sciences of US Department of Energy. He resides in Columbia, Maryland, where he is 
now an adjunct professor of chemistry at University of Maryland  College Park and a now an adjunct professor of chemistry at University of Maryland, College Park and a 
Visiting Scholar at George Washington University (where he teaches a special topics 
course each spring) and at the University of Notre Dame.
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