
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Immediate Release 

 
Truck Accident Did Not Involve WIPP Shipment 

    
CARLSBAD, N.M., October 1, 2009 – A Wednesday night truck accident north of 

Albuquerque on Highway 165 that involved an 18-wheeler is not related to Waste Isolation Pilot 

Plant (WIPP) transuranic waste shipments.  

 

Involved in the accident was a load of new, unused 55-gallon drums manufactured in 

Carlsbad that was en route to Richland, Washington. 

 

The Waste Isolation Pilot Plant is a U.S. Department of Energy facility designed to safely 

isolate defense-related transuranic waste from people and the environment.  Waste temporarily 

stored at sites around the country is shipped to WIPP and permanently disposed in rooms 

mined out of an ancient salt formation 2,150 feet below the surface.  WIPP, which began waste 

disposal operations in 1999, is located 26 miles outside of Carlsbad, N.M. 
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