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Operations personnel will now isolate the area from the rest of the WIPP underground by 

constructing a brick and mortar isolation wall. 

 

“For all steps of national TRU waste disposal operations --from the TRU waste shipment 

preparations conducted at the generator sites, through interstate transportation, and permanent 

disposal -- everyone involved should be pleased with their contributions in moving WIPP one 

step closer to completing the overall mission of safely cleaning up all legacy TRU waste from 

around the country,” Interim CBFO Manager Ed Ziemianski said. 

 

WIPP is a DOE facility designed to safely isolate defense-related transuranic waste from 

people and the environment.  Waste stored at TRU waste sites around the country is shipped to 

WIPP and permanently disposed in rooms mined out of an ancient salt formation 2,150 feet 

below the surface.  WIPP is located 26 miles outside of Carlsbad, N.M. 

 

CH-TRU waste can be handled by workers without any other additional shielding than the 

container itself. Remote-handled (RH) TRU waste emits more penetrating radiation than CH 

waste and must be handled with remote-handling equipment and transported in lead-shielded 

casks.  CH waste disposal operations began in 1999 while RH-TRU waste disposal began in 

2007. 
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