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CLARIFICATION NUMBER CAO-00-010, REV. 2
DETERMINATION OF METHOD DETECTION LIMIT

ISSUE 
1. Are both IDLs and MDLs required for metals analysis? (B3-1, B3-8)

2. Do each of the seven measurements have to be run on a non-consecutive
day? (B3-1)

3. Do preps have to be done on non-consecutive days? (B3-1)

CONCLUSION
1. Apply the guidance in SW-846 in cases where specific requirements are

not provided in the permit.  Since SW-846 uses IDL’s and MDL’s
inconsistently in some methods, careful documentation of their meaning is
required.  The detailed procedures for determining MDL’s/IDL’s shall be
documented in site procedures.

2. The text regarding MDLs in section B3-1 has two paragraphs.  Paragraph
1 applies only to non-FTIRS methods.  Paragraph 2 applies only to FTIRS. 

The seven measurements are to be performed on non-consecutive days,
for example, 5 measurements on one day, and 2 measurements two days
(or more) following; or 3 measurements on one day, and 4 measurements
two days or more following.  The requirement for measurements on 
non-consecutive days stated in the permit applies to the FTIRS Method
only.  Generator sites should consult SW-846 for guidance on
measurements to establish MDL for non-FTIRS Methods.

3. Preps may be done at the same time.  Note that it is inappropriate to use
LCS values to update MDLs on solids analytical procedures.

DISCUSSION
1-3. The language regarding the determination of MDL’s in the permit is

confusing.  Therefore, CBFO has issued this clarification to establish a
workable interpretation of MDLs that is consistent with SW-846 and can
be implemented by the generator sites.


