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To Hazardous Waste Facility Permit 

 

 
Changes to WIPP Hazardous Waste Facility Permit 

 
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has proposed a modification to its Hazardous 

Waste Facility Permit (HWFP) for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) to make DOE 

environmental cleanup efforts more efficient. 

 

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) issued WIPP’s HWFP (Permit 

Number: NM4890139088-TSDF) in October 1999.  The proposed modification would 

allow the Permittees to improve operational efficiencies while continuing to ensure the 

safety of the employees, public and environment. 

 

DOE submitted the Class 2 permit modification request to NMED on  

December 17, 2008.  The modification proposed will revise the HWFP Personnel 

Training Program (Attachment H).  Below is a summary of the proposed changes: 

  

• Remove two Attachments from the HWFP.  These are Resource Conservation 

and Recovery Act (RCRA) Hazardous Waste Management Job Titles and 

Descriptions (Attachment H1) and the Training Course and 

Qualification/Certification Card Outlines (Attachment H2) from the HWFP.  The 

regulations do not mandate that these be included in the permit, however the 

information will continue to be maintained in the WIPP facility files.  This provides 

flexibility in updating training content as knowledge and methods improve. 

 

• Remove job descriptions that are not related to the hazardous waste 

management and emergency response, and to remove specific detailed training 

information and to relocate this information in facility files, which is where the 

regulations state it should be kept. 

 

• Revise the current HWFP Training Program (Attachment H) with an updated 

version and to move detailed information from the HWFP (e.g., job descriptions, 

job qualifications and written description of the type and amount of training) to 

facility files.  This will allow the Permittees to make administrative changes 
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necessary to maintain a current training program without requiring permit 

modifications to the HWFP, provided these changes do not reduce the type and 

amount of training required for RCRA positions.   

 
• Remove some job descriptions and training classes from regulation under the 

HWFP.  These descriptions and classes are not directly related to the 

management of hazardous waste or emergency response and therefore should 

not be included in the Permit.  The job descriptions to be removed from the 

HWFP are: 

o WIPP Waste Information System Data Administrator 

o Manager, Transportation Operations 

o Transportation Engineer 

o Technical Trainer 

o Quality Assurance Technician 

o Team Leader, Inspection Services 

o Facility Inspection, Repair and Service Team Leader 

o Facility Inspection, Repair and Service Team 

o Chief Office Warden 

o Assistant Chief Office Warden 

 

The courses to be removed from the HWFP are: 

 

o Forklift Safety 

o Conduct of Shift Operations 

o Incident Rigger 

o 40-Hour Inexperienced Miner 

o Electrical Safety 

o Compressed Gas Cylinder Safety 

o Level II Trainer 

o Root Cause Analysis 

o WIPP Occurrence Reporting for Facility Managers 

o Radiation Worker I 

The Permittees have operated the WIPP training program for over 10 years and 

received no regulatory violations while operating under the WIPP HWFP.  Therefore, the 

Permittees have determined that they can implement these changes with no adverse 

impact to the facility. 

  



Comments for the record must be sent to Mr. Steve Zappe, New Mexico Environment 

Department, 2905 Rodeo Park Drive, Building 1, Santa Fe, NM 87505.  They also may 

be e-mailed: steve_zappe@nmenv.state.nm.us or faxed to 505-476-6060.  Only written 

comments will be accepted and must be received no later than 5 p.m. (MDT) on  

February 23, 2009.  A copy of the permit modification may be viewed or copied at the 

NMED offices of Mr. Zappe.  To be placed on the WIPP mailing list, contact Mr. Zappe at 

the address above. 

 

For more information about transuranic waste shipments and procedures, call the WIPP 

Information Center at 1-800-336-WIPP (9477).  You also may visit the WIPP home page 

at http://www.wipp.energy.gov.  Comments to the Permittees regarding this permit 

modification may be sent to Mr. Bobby St. John, Washington TRU Solutions LLC, P.O. 

Box 2078, Carlsbad, NM 88221. 
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