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Dear Dz, Eisenstein and Decker:

Twant to canvey my enthusiastic support for the use of the Department of Energy's Waste
Isolation Filot Plant (WI1PF) for missions beyond nuclear waste thsposal. I've been briefed on
the exciting opportunities for paricle physics research and other projects benefitting from the
umgue environment of WIPP,

These projects have my very strong foterest,  The American taxpayer has mvested a great deal of
energy and resources into building this federal underpround site for its current mission, I

strongly supporl an opportunity to leverage the existing investment in support of additicnal
national missions.

You also have Governor Johnson's letier indicating the commnitment of the State of New Mexco
for theze new projects. 1've personally discussed these opporiunities with the city leaders of
Carlsbad and you have their strongest endorsement. These expressions of interest from the
ﬁ;deraT, state, and local level certainly enhance the support that these projects would recejve at
WIPP.

some have called mte question the strength of DOE's commdtment to continue making the WIPP
underground capabilitics available to rescarchers. As long as the proposed research will not
compromise WIPP's primary mission of waste disposal, T assure you that T will contioue 10
support such research.
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Others have questioned whether DOE can support this research at WIPP, The simple answer is
that it most definitely can, with the proviso that its DOE/EM funding is designated for support of
the Congressionally mandated TR waste isposal mission.  The DOE Office of Science and/or
MEF would be the appropriate funding sources for new scicnce rescarch areas that fall outside the
DOE/EM sesponsibilities,  However, WIPP infrastructure, when it is not supporting the EM
migsion, should be available to support the science research mission. T encourage both of you'ta
initiate discossions with DOEEM to conrdinate the science mission with the waste dizpasal
mission, ] foresee no difficult problems in such coordination and joint wse,

I'understand that some have questioned whether the depth of WIFP 15 adequate for all of the
propesed science experiments and whether further cxcavation at WIFP to create deeper
experimental facilities would compromise its EPA certification. To support any possible nced
for deeper facilitics, I request by this letter, that:

* DOEEM analyze the costs and evaluate any impact on repository performance
il & lower horizon were (o be created for some expenments, and

*® EPA review the DOE evalvation to confirm that such changes would not
COMprommise repository performance,

Flease keep my office informed as your agency's deliberations mature.

ete V. Domenici
United States Senator

ce:
The Honorable Spencer Abraham, DOE

The Honorable Christie Whitrman, EPA

Dr. John Baheall, Princelon, Institute for Advanced Study
D Ines Triay, Manager, DOF Carlsbad Field Office



