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The SDI test area will be located between the N1100 drift and the shaft pillar area. Two
access drifts, one from N780 cross-drift and the other at N940, will access the new test
area. The test area horizon will be located approximately mid-way between the Waste
Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) Marker Beds 138 and 139 and will consist of numerous
alcoves where the heater tests will be performed.

In accordance with the conditions set forth in a March 11, 2003, letter from Frank
Marcinowski, EPA to |. Triay, DOE, enclosed are the results of the Unreviewed Safety
Question (USQ) Determination. The USQ determination (Enclosure 3) shows that there
will be no negative effects due to:

¢ Underground ventilation changes,
e New hazards introduced into the underground, and
e The change in the WIPP facility footprint.

The SDI will not have a significant impact on long-term performance of the disposal
system, as demonstrated by a thermal analysis (Enclosure 4) and by an impact
assessment (Enclosure 5). In addition, the SDI will not require modification to waste
disposal processes and will have no significant impact on waste disposal operations, as
discussed in the SDI PCN. Once all testing is complete provisions are in place to
remove SDI equipment from the underground.

The DOE has determined that the WIPP facilities and infrastructure can provide support
for this project without interfering with the primary mission of the WIPP. SDI status will
be included in the Annual Change Report.

The overall management of the SDI experiment will be through the U.S. DOE Carisbad
Field Office (CBFO) with support from Los Alamos National Laboratory — Carlsbad
(LANL-C), Sandia National Laboratories — Carlsbad (SNL-C) and Washington TRU
Solutions (WTS).

If you have any questions regarding this PCN, please contact George T. Basabilvazo at
(575) 234-7488,

Sincerely,

Interim Manager
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